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Walking by Faith 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


OWEVER turbulent the streams 
Of time and chance may flow, 
Be not dismayed—there is a bridge 
Where all may safely go. 


Serene, above dark circumstance, 
They pass across dry-shod, 

Who step out on His promises 
And trust the Word of God. 


A Time for Repentance 


Ominous days are upon us. The 
old year is waning as these words are 
being written, and when they are read 
the new year will have dawned. No 
one really knows what will happen in 
1958, but all thoughtful people feel that 
great and terrible things could happen. 
Recent issues of Time and the U.S. News 
and World Report quote warnings from 
such responsible men as Vice-President 
Nixon and General Lauris Norstad, Su- 
preme AHied Commander Europe; and 
the press is full of articles and cartoons 
pointing up the speed of Russia and the 
slowness of the United States in the 
conquest of space, which all seem to 
feel is vital in future warfare. Added 
to tiis colossal problem are such trou- 
bles as the President’s health; strikes, of 
which the walkout of subway workers in 


New York City was the worst; the expul- 
sion of the Dutch from Indonesia; a pos- 
sible second wave of Asian flu; the racial 
ferment in the U.S.; frightful crimes com- 
mitted by teen-agers; and, even among 
Christian workers, nervous breakdowns, 
multiplied divisions,’ perplexity, misun- 
derstandings, and upheavals. If anyone 
concentrates too long on these portents, 
it is not strange if his nerves get frayed 
and reason loses its grip on his mind; 
and men’s hearts are failing them, fig- 
uratively and literally, for fear. How- 
ever bad the times may be, believers 
still have the same recourse they have 
had down through the centuries: the 
Lord Himself and His Word. The whole 
course of this world’s history, as en- 
compassed in the Bible, is bounded by 
these words: “In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth... 
He which testifieth these things saith, 
Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus. The grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Amen.” Immediately after the creation, 
“darkness was upon the face of the 
deep,” but “the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters. And God 


& 


said, Let there be light: and there was 
light.” After the Flood God gave His 
gracious promise concerning the recur- 
rence of the four seasons and set the 
rainbow in the clouds as a seal. He has, 
in His mercy, allowed the United States 
an undeserved measure of peace and 
prosperity. But if there were a Jonah 
today he might well walk through our 
land, preaching the urgent need for re- 
pentance and revival in view of im- 
pending disaster. We ought, individually 
and collectively, to heed the king's 
command: “But let man... cry mightily 
unto God: yea, let them turn every 
one from his evil way, and from the 
violence that is in their hands. Who 
can tel] if God will turn and repent, 
ana turn away from his‘ fierce anger, 
that we perish not?” (Jonah 3:8, 9.) In 
the case of Nineveh, God did change 
His plans (as far as men could see) and 
the city was saved. If we will do this, 
then we can commit our way unto the 
Lord and expect Him to keep our minds 
in peace. In the meantime, we can rest 
upon the last words of the Bible, “The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all. Amen.” 


Two Women Leaders in Finland 


By the late Ernest Gordon 


tion for national honesty, courage, 
and tenacity. A nation reflects the 
character of the individual people of 
whom it is composed. These people are 
largely the fruit of religious training 
received, Finland is a one hundred per 
cent Protestant nation. 
There has come to my desk an ac- 
count of a Finnish family which ex- 


Frttex tor has an enviable reputa- 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Therefore, my beloved breth- 
ren, yhe ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of 





the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labour is not in vain in 
the kord” (1 Cor. 15:58). 














hibited in the family cell the fine traits 
of this nation. These native traits were 
here enriched and sublimated by the 
influence of God’s Spirit in individual 
lives. They also gave illustration of the 
spiritual law which Paul laid down, 
“And God hath chosen the weak things 
of the world . . . and things which are 
not, to bring to nought things that are” 
(1 Cor, 1:27, 28). 

The story opens with the death of 
a father who was never able to care 
for the nine children he brought into 
the world. But in spite of his lack of 
savoir faire to the point of shiftlessness, 
these children proved to be a truly valu- 
able legacy to his land. Times were 
hard in their upbringing. “It was one 
of God’s great miracles that we did not 
starve to death.” While they were get- 
ting their schooling, they often worked 
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at night. for food while attending day 
classes, 

They turned out well and two were 
distinctly notable. By diligence and 
tenacity they secured as good an edu- 
cation as the times afforded women. Re- 
pression was the order of the day for 
girls. Fredrica Brenner, the Swedish 
leader in women’s emancipation, tells us 
that it was not then considered proper 
for young girls to play outside and she 
was told by her mother to exercise 
by jumping up and down behind a chair. 
Let us hope that this is exaggeration. 
The only profession epen to women was 
teaching. 

However, this is a great profession 
and the two sisters, Hilda and Alba 
(Albertina), adorned it as governesses, 
founders of a school for small children 
and then in later years leaders in the 
educational life of the land. They were 
brought up in the state church a@a time 
when the church showed signs of scler- 
otic arteries. But revival was coming. 
In the University of Tuebingen, where 
earlier unbelief in the persons of Strauss 
and Bauer had reigned, supreme, J. T. 
Beck was the dominating figure and 
his evangelical Biblical teaching had 
reached Finland. The Swedish evange- 
list, Rosenius, also made his contribu- 
tion to the reviving life of this neigh- 
bor land. But it was through Baptist 
influence from Sweden that the Hell- 
man sisters first broke through to evan- 
gelical light and in August, 1870, Alba 
Hellman was baptized, almost the first 
in the land, 


No great accession to a church from , 


the world’s point of view. As a child, 
Alba was very frail. It was thought 
that the vaccine of her vaccination had 
been taken from a scrofulous source. 
She was humpbacked and could hardly 
have been more than four feet tall. 
From 1868 she had a heart disorder, 
an incessant cardiac expansion, which 
pressed against the already subnormal 
chest space. “That was the physical 
state of her who was described as one 
of the most remarkable figures in Fin- 
land’s recent religious history.” In 
earlier life she passed her nights in 
a chair as she was unable to lie down 
—2,068 of them in succession. In later 
years she often slept standing or kneel- 
ing by a chair. 

Yet she directed, one is tempted to say, 
the evangelical activity in Finland to- 
gether with a wide social work. For a 
whole generation she was the most 
trusted spiritual confidant in her city 
and by correspondence was in contact 
with innumerable persons at home and 
abroad, who were active in missions and 
evangelism. Sister Hilda was more in 
sight and was certainly an independent 





This editorial reviews, ““Karlek och Tro. Sys- 
terarna Hellmans liv. och garning,” by John 
Forsberg. Vasa, Finland. No English trans- 
lation. 
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character, but it was Alba’s plans she 
worked out. 

They began with prison evangelism, 
but up and down prison stairways was 
too hard on the heart. So Hilda herself 
obtained written permission to visit all 
the jails and penitentiaries of the land. 
In the next decade Mathilde Wrede, 
perhaps the greatest prison philanthro- 
pist since John Howard, came to evan- 
gelical decision, largely through Alba 
Hellman’s prayers and instruction. She 
was then a girl of nineteen and in a 
published letter, tells of her early 
preaching of the Word. As long as 
Alba Hellman lived, she was the spir- 
itual adviser to Mlle. Wrede (the Baron- 
ess Wrede, indeed, although she never 
stressed that); and when in 1889 Mlle. 
Wrede felt it her duty to be baptized, 
the event took place at sunrise in the 
Hellman villa at Vaskotholm, outside of 
Vasa, 

What does not the church of Christ 
owe to the initiative and devotion of 
its women! In March, 1871, the Hell- 
man sisters organized the first Sunday 
school in the city of Vasa. In 1873 she 
wrote to Evangelisten, a Swedish paper: 
“Here in my home town it is very cold 
and dead. We are a few believers gath- 
ered about the Word. We have a little 
Sunday school with eight teachers and 
sixty children, though at times there 
are two hundred.” The state clergy 
warned parents against the school, but 
the sisters were too well-grounded in 
the confidence of the city to make this 
interference effective. In later years 
the fruits of this early work showed 
themselves richly. 

In addition, Alba Hellman started a 
bookshop for the sale of Bibles and 
evangelical literature. In the years it 
grew to considerable proportions, This 
gave opportunity for Christian testi- 
mony especially to young people who 
came in to buy their school supplies. 

Sister Hilda, meanwhile, was going 
from strength to strength in her educa- 
tional work. Finland’s common school 
system dated from the late sixties. It 
was difficult to enlist competent teach- 
ers. Many of the early ones were 
drinkers and discipline was lax. Miss 
Hellman took the lead. Her high intel- 
ligence, powerful character, and devo- 
tion to her work soon brought order out 
of chaos. In 1892 her great contributions 
to pedagogy were recognized by Em- 
peror Alexander the Third (Finland was 
then an appendage of Russia), who pre- 
sented her, as a token of approbation, 
a gold brooch set with diamonds (which 
she eventually disposed of for charity). 
In earlier days, when she was baptized, 
although she was principal of the school, 
the school management refused “to allow 
her to continue to give religious instruc- 
tion courses, her most enjoyed teaching. 
Alongside of her school work, she built 
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Notes on Open Letters 


One of Miss Havergal’s 


Beautiful Hymns 


Read today your November 16 issue 
and was much surprised at “Author 
not given” under Frances Havergal’s 
beautiful and familiar, “I could not 
do without Thee, O Saviour of the 
lost!” This is the way the first verse 
goes; the last, in “Sacred Songs and 
Solos,”’ begins, “I could not do without 
Thee! for years are fleeting fast.”—A 
North Carolina reader. 

Two stanzas of the hymn were quoted 
in “The Illustration Round Table,” sent 
in by a reader, and taken from the Log 
of the Good Ship Grace, in which the 
name of the author was not given. 

The complete hymn, an _ unusually 
beautiful one, is found in a small col- 
lection, one of the author’s little volumes 
of. poems entitled “Under the Surface” 
(published by James Nisbet & Co., Lon- 
don, in 1906, now out of print). Here 
are the six stanzas: 


I could not do without Thee, 
O Saviour of the lost! 

Whose precious blood redeemed me, 
At such tremendous cost. 

Thy righteousness, Thy pardon, 
Thy precious blood must be 

My only hope and comfort, 
My glory and my plea! 


I could not do without Thee! 
I cannot stand alone, 
I have no strength or goodness, 
No wisdom of my own. 
But Thou, beloved Saviour, 
Art all in all to me; 
And weakness will be power, 
If leaning hard on Thee. 


I couid not do without Thee! 
For oh! the way is long, 

And I am often weary, 
And sigh replaces song. 

How could I do without Thee? 
I do not know the way; 

Thou knowest and Thou leadest, 
And wilt not let me stray. 


I could not do without Thee, 
O Jesus, Saviour dear! 
E’en when my eyes are holden, 
I know that Thou art near. 
How dreary and how lonely 
This changeful life would be, 
Without the sweet communion, 
The secret rest with Thee! 


I could not do without Thee! 
No other friend can read 

The spirit’s strange deep longings, 
Interpreting its need. 

No human heart could enter 
Each dim recess of mine, 

And soothe and hush and calm it, 
O blessed Lord, but Thine! 


I could not do without Theel 
For years are fleeting fast, 

And soon, in solemn loneliness, 
The river must be passed. 

But Thou wilt never leave me, 
And though the waves rol] high, 

I know Thou wilt be near me, 
And whisper, “It is I.” 
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I. How Should a Child Be Trained? 


“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when 


he is old, he will not depart from it’ (Prov. 22:6) 


SUPPOSE that most professing 
I Christians are acquainted with the 

text at the head of this page. The 
sound of it is probably familiar to your 
ears, like an old tune. It is likely you 
have heard it, or read it, talked of it 
or quoted it, many a time. Is it not so? 


But, after all, how little is the sub- 
stance of this text regarded! The doc- 
trine it contains appears scarcely 
known; the duty it puts before us seems 
fearfully seldom practiced. Reader, do 
I not speak the truth? 


It cannot be said that the subject is 
a new one. The world is old, and we 
have the experience of nearly six thou- 
sand years to help us. We live in days 
when there is a mighty zeal for educa- 
tion in every quarter, We hear of new 
schools rising on all sides. We are told 
of new systems and new books for the 
young, of every sort and description. 
And still, for all this, the vast majority 
of children are manifestly not trained 
in the way they should go, for when 
they grow up to man’s estate, they do 
not walk with God. 


Now, how shall we account for this 
state of things? The plain truth is, the 
Lord’s commandment in our text is not 
and therefore the Lord’s 


, promise in our text is not fulfilled. 


Reader, these things may well give 
rise to great searchings of heart. Suf- 


| fer, then, a word of exhortation from a 
{| minister about the right training of 


> conscience, 


children. Believe me, the subject is 
one that should come home to every 
and make everyone ask 
himself the question, “Am I in this mat- 


~ ter doing what I can?” 


it does not touch. 


It is a subject that concerns almost 
all. There is hardly a household that 
Fathers, mothers, 
nurses, teachers, preachers, uncles, 
aunts, brothers, sisters—all have an in- 
terest in it. Few can be found, I think, 
who might not influence some parent 
in the management of his family, or 
affect the training of some child by 
Suggestion or advice. All of us, I sus- 
pect, can do something here, either 
directly or indirectly, and I wish to stir 
up all to bear this in remembrance. 


It is a subject, too, on which all con- 
cerned are in great danger of coming 
short of their duty. This is pre-emi- 
nently a point in which men can see the 
faults of their neighbors more clearly 
than their own. They will often bring 
up their children in the very path which 
they have denounced to their friends 
as unsafe. They will see motes in other 


Dr. Ryle, best known as bishop of 
Liverpool, was born near Maccles- 
field, England, in 1816. He was edu- 
cated at Eton and Christ Church, 
Oxford, where he graduated with 
honors in 1836. He held _ sev- 
eral charges as a clergyman of the 
Church of England and was conse- 
crated as bishop in York Minster, 
June 11, 1880. He was a widely 
known leader among the evangeli- 
cals, and wrote numerous works in 
defense of the faith, on theology, 
and the Christian life. 

This is the first of a series of 
(probably) eight articles, taken 
from a pamphlet first published 
more than one hundred years ago, 
reprinted about twenty-five years 
ago by the Mennonite Publishing 
House, but now out of print.. Thir- 
teen-weeks subscriptions, at $1 each 
($1.10 in Canada), if sent immedi- 
ately, will cover the series. 








men’s families, and overlook beams in 
their own. They will be quick-sighted 
as eagles in detecting mistakes abroad, 
and yet blind' as bats to fatal errors 


which are daily going on at home, They. 


will be wise about their brother’s house, 
but foolish about their own flesh and 
blood. Here, if anywhere, we have need 
to suspect our own judgment. This, too, 
you will do well to bear in mind. 

Come, now, and let me place before 
you a few hints about right training. 
God the Father, God the Son, God ‘the 
Holy Ghost bless them, and make them 
words in season to you all. Reject them 
not because they are blunt and simple; 
despise them not because they contain 
nothing new. Be very sure, if you 
would train children for Heaven, they 
are hints that ought not to be lightly 
set aside. 


1. Train them in the way they should go, 
and not in the way that they would. 


Remember, children are born with a 
decided bias toward evil, and therefore, 
if you let them choose for themselves, 
they are certain to choose wrong. 


The mother cannot tell what her ten- 
der infant may grow up to be—tall or 
short, weak or strong, wise or foolish; 
he may be any of these things, or not 
—it is all uncertain. But one thing the 
mother can say with certainty: he will 
have a corrupt and sinful heart. It is 
natural to us to do wrong. “Foolish- 
ness,” says Solomon, “is bound in the 
heart of a child” (Prov. 22:15). “A 


By JOHN CHARLES RYLE, D.D. 


child left to himself bringeth his mother 
to shame” (Prov. 29:15). ‘Our hearts 
are like the earth on which we tread 
—let it alone, and it is sure to bear 
weeds, 


If, then, you would deal wisely with 
your child, you must not leave him to 
the guidance of his own will. Think for 
him, judge for him, act for him, just 
as you would for one weak and blind; 
but for pity’s sake, give him not up to 
his own wayward tastes and inclina- 
tions. It must not be his likings and 
wishes that are consulted. He knows 
not yet what is good for his mind and 
soul, any more than what is good for 
his body. You do not let him decide 
what he shall eat, and what he shall 
drink, and how he shall be clothed. Be 
consistent, and deal with his mind in 
like manner. Train him in the way that 
is Scriptural and right, and not in the 
way that he fancies. 


“If you cannot make up your mind to 
this first principle of Christian training, 
it is useless for you to read any further. 
Self-will is almost the first thing that 
appears in a child’s mind; and it must 
be your first step to resist it. 


2. Train up your child with all tender- 
ness, affection, and patience. 


I do not mean that you are to spoil 
him, but I do mean that you should let 
him see that you love him. 

Love should be the silver thread that 
runs through all your comfort. Kind- 
ness, gentleness, long-suffering, forbear- 
ance, patience, sympathy, a willingness 
to enter into childish troubles, a readi- 
ness to take part in childish joys— 
these are the cords by which a child 
may be led most easily, these are the 
clews you must follow if you would find 
the way to his heart. 

Few are to be found, even among 
grown-up people, who are not more 
easy to draw than to drive. There is 
that in all our minds which rises in 
compulsion; we set up our backs and 
stiffen our necks at the very idea of 
a forced obedience. We are like young 
horses in the hand of a breaker: handle 
them kindly, and make much of them, 
and by and by you may guide them 
with thread; use them roughly and vio- 
lently, and it will be many a month 
before you get the mastery of them 
at all. 

Now, children’s minds are cast in 
much the same mold as our own. Stern- 
ness and severity of manner chill them 
and throw them back. It shuts up our 
hearts, and you will weary yourself to 
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find the door. But let them only see 
that you have an affectionate feeling 
toward them; that you are really de- 
sirous to make them happy and do them 
good; that if you punish them it is in- 
tended for their profit, and that you 
would give your heart’s blood to nour- 
* ish their souls—let them see this, I say, 
and they will soon be all your own. 
But, they must be wooed with kindness 
if their attention is ever to be won. 
And surely, reason itself might teach 
us this lesson. Children are weak and 
tender creatures, and as such, they need 
patient and considerate treatment. We 
must handle them delicately, like frail 
machines, lest by rough fingering we 
do more harm than good. They are 
like young plants, and need gentle 
watering—often, but little at a time. 
We must not expect all things at once. 
We must remember what they are, and 
teach them as they are able to bear. 
Their minds are like a lump of metal— 


Spiritual Unity in Action 
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not to be forged and made useful at 
once, but only by a succession of little 
blows. Their understandings are like 
narrow-necked vessels; we must pour 
in the wine of knowledge gradually, or 
much of it will be spilled and lost. Line 
upon line, and precept upon precept, 
here a little and there a little, must be 
our rule. The whetstone does its work 
slowly, but frequent rubbing will bring 
the scythe to a fine edge. Truly there 
is need of patience in training a child, 
but without it, nothing can be done. 
Nothing will compensate for the absence 
of this tenderness and love. A minister 
may speak the truth as it is in Jesus, 
clearly, forcibly, unanswerably; but if 
he does not speak it in love, few souls 
will be won. Just so you may set be- 
fore your children their duty; command, 
threaten, punish, reason; but if affec- 
tion be wanting in your treatment, your 
labor will be all in vain, 
(To be continued) 


The National Association of Evangelicals after fifteen years 


OR millions of American Protestants 

the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals has proved to be the most sat- 
isfactory medium of interchurch co- 
operation. In fifteen years the organ- 
ization has grown from small beginnings 
to become the recognized voice of a 
large section of evangelicalism in 
America. Its membership includes more 
than forty denominations, individual 
churches from many other groups, and 
many Bible schools, colleges, seminaries, 
as well as missionary and. evangelistic 
organizations. However, the NAE did 
not spring up overnight. 

In 1942 one hundred and fifty evan- 
gelical leaders met in St. Louis, Missouri, 
to discover a way of co-operation with- 
out compromise among Bible-believing 
Christians. This gathering, representa- 
tive of most evangelical bodies in the 
United States, was the result of a grow- 
ing conviction in the hearts of many 
that Bible-believing Christians should 
have a fellowship, a voice, and a posi- 
tive testimony not possible efther under 
the rugged independency that often 
characterized the evangelical movement 
or through co-operation with established 
ecumenical bodies. 


The convention opened with a night 
of prayer seeking the guidance of the 
Lord in the course to be followed. It 
was clearly understood that if an or- 
ganization should be formed representa- 
tive of the many phases of the evangel- 
ical movement, it would need to be 
more than man’s doings. The complex- 


ity of organizational policies, doctrinal 


By GEORGE L. FORD 
Executive Director 


positions, and individualistic emphases 
demanded that some common ground of 
belief, basically simple in concept but 
sufficiently descriptive of a true evan- 
gelical, would be necessary. 

Those who met in St. Louis found that 
common ground—the Bible, the Word 
of God. All evangelical individual and 
church life and work is based on the 
Holy Scriptures. While various doc- 
trinal emphases have resulted in a large 





NAE STATEMENT OF FAITH 


1. We believe the Bible to be the 
inspired, the only infallible, authori- 
tative Word of God. 

2. We believe that there is one 
God, eternally existent in three per- 
sons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

3. We believe in the deity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin 
birth, in His sinless life, in His mir- 
acles, in His vicarious and atoning 
death through His shed blood, in His 
bodily resurrection, in His ascension 
to the right hand of the Father, and 
in His personal return in power and 
glory. 

4. We believe that for the salvation 
of lost and sinful man regeneration 
by the Holy Spirit is absolutely es- 
sential. 

5. We believe in the present min- 
istry of the Holy Spirit by whose 
indwelling the Christian is enabled 
to live a godly life. 

6. We believe in the resurrection 
of both the saved and the lost; they 
that are saved unto the resurrection of 
life and they that are lost unto the 
resurrection of damnation. 

7. We believe in the spiritual unity 
of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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number of denominations and church 
groupings, the Bible is common to all 
and provides an essential and basic 
unity for all who have accepted Christ 
as divine Lord and Saviour. Thus, hav- 
ing discovered a common ground, evan- 
gelicals began to move toward co-oper- 
ation, 

The influence of German rationalism 
and the social gospel was great and 
far reaching in American religious life. 
Before the end of the nineteenth cen- 
tury it had invaded almost every ortho- 
dox denomination. 

Soon the Federal Council of Churches, 
largely under the influence of liberal 
leadership, became widely recognized 
as the official voice of Protestantism. 
This resulted in a broad influence which 
was often detrimental to the evangelical 
cause. The ministry of the Gospel by 
radio, the progress of foreign missions, 
and the growth and ministry of the 
Sunday schools of the land all suffered 
under this influence, as did many other 
phases of Biblical Christianity. 

These seemingly insurmountable cir- 
cumstances faced evangelicals in the 
1940’s and convinced many leaders that 
there was imperative need for a united 
voice for evangelicalism. It was aptly 
expressed by Dr. Harold John Ockenga, 
pastor of the historic Park Street 
Church of Boston, at the St. Louis Con- 
vention. Speaking on the subject, “The 
Unvoiced Multitudes,” he pointed out 
that although the Federal Council of 
Churches purported to speak for all 
Protestants, there were at least twenty 
million evangelicals in America that 
had in it no true representation of their 
doctrinal position. It was decided at 
this meeting to call a constitutional con- 
vention for April, 1943, in Chicago. 

The Chicago convention established 
an organization representative of true 
evangelicalism. Through the years God 
has brought the NAE to the place where 


. it is a significant movement touching 


every phase of evangelical life. 

The headquarters office is in Wheaton, 
Ill, and seven regional offices are lo- 
cated throughout the country. The 
NAE also maintains an office of public 
affairs in Washington. This office serves 
to keep evangelicals informed of present- 


| day tasks of the Government, and it 
| makes representation to the Government 


on matters of particular interest to 
evangelicals across the nation. The of- 
ficial organ of the NAE is United Evan- 
gelical Action, a bimonthly publication, 
with 60,000 readers. 

The NAE is active through its com- 
missions and affiliates in a wide area of 
service. The commissions and affiiliates 
fall into one of four general categories: 
research, liaison, action, and inspiration. 

The Commission on Social Action op- 
erates in the area of research. It studies 
social problems which have a definite 
bearing upon the evangelical message. 
Another research agency is the Commis- 
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sion on Educational Institutions, which 
was formed to provide both a forum 
in which evangelical educational insti- 
tutions could discuss their common 
problems and a service agency to meet 
their needs. Probably the most signifi- 
cant contribution the NAE has made 
to evangelical Christian education is 
the book entitled, “Christian Education 
in a Democracy.” The Commission on 
Evangelism, Home Missions, and Church 
Extension calls the NAE constituency 
to a constant awareness that to be evan- 
gelical is to be evangelistic. It is now 
helping to make evangelical church 
planning possible in new housing areas 
which are often controlled by local lib- 
eral councils of churches. 

The Commission for the World Evan- 
gelical Fellowship, a liaison commission, 
represents the work of the world organ- 
ization for the NAE in America. An- 
other liaison agency, the Commission on 
Chaplains, is a representative commis- 
sion to the military of the United States. 
Its main function is to provide evan- 
gelical chaplains. It acts as a process- 
ing agency for denominations affiliated 
with the NAE. 

The Evangelical Foreign Missions As- 
sociation, an affiliate of the NAE, is a 
co-operative body composed of forty 
foreign mission agencies. Both de- 
nominational and interdenominational 
boards are represented in its mem- 
bership. EFMA is a source of mis- 
sionary information and a_ service 
agency procuring all types of mission- 
ary documents and diplomatic informa- 
tion needed by the mission boards. The 
Purchasing Office of the EFMA, in addi- 
tion to purchasing, obtains important 
equipment, expedites shipments, and 
confers with and assists missionaries. 

Under the general classification of 
action commissions and affiliates are the 
World Relief Commission, Evangelical 
Action Commission, National Associa- 
tion of Christian Schools, National Re- 
ligious Broadcasters, the Radio and 
Television Commission, and the National 
Sunday School Association. 

The World Relief Commission distrib- 
utes tons of clothing and food overseas 
every year. The Commission on Evan- 
gelical Action seeks to mobilize evan- 
gelical opinion in order to maintain 
religious liberty and freedom of speech. 
It works to prevent, abuses of basic 
American freedoms. The National As- 
sociation of Christian Schools, an NAE 
action affiliate, promotes the establish- 
ment of new Christian day schools 
throughout America and provides a 
united front and voice for schools of 
evangelical denominations and groups. 

The Radio and Television Commission 
of the NAE and the National Religious 
Broadcasters, an affiliate of the NAE, 
are active in promoting, preserving, and 
protecting the rights of radio and tele- 
vision broadcasters of the Christian 
faith, The Commission and the NRB 
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are active in securing for evangelicals 
their fair share of sustaining time on 
national networks for the presentation 
of the Gospel message and seek to offset 
the influence of those who attempt to 
block evangelical programs on a com- 
mercial basis, 

The National Sunday School Associa- 
tion majors in helping the local church 
build a bigger and better Sunday school. 
The NSSA’s scope of activity is enlarged 
by several commissions operating within 
its framework: the Youth Commission, 


the Research Commission, and the 
Camping Commission, 
The Spiritual Life Commission, 


Women’s Fellowship, Laymen’s Council, 
and Stewardship Commission provide 
inspiration in the NAE structure. 

The Commission on the Spiritual Life 
of the NAE seeks to build prayer and 
spiritual awakening into the entire 
fabric of the NAE. The commission 
promotes both the Universal Week of 
Prayer and the World Day of Prayer. 

The Stewardship Commission encour- 
ages the full commitment of the Chris- 
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tian to God in order that he may re- 
spond to God’s leading in the support 
of Christian work. 

The Women’s Fellowship sponsors 
chapters, whose members are active in 
drives for clothing and food to be ship- 
ped overseas through the NAE World 
Relief Commission. Evangelical wel- 
fare and other projects offer fields of 
service which enlist the talents of evan- 
gelical women. The Laymen’s Council 
has been formed-with the chief goal 
of building up the spiritual life of lay- 
men in view of their increasing im- 
portance in the spiritual program of the 
local church, 

Today the National Association of 
Evangelicals is taking rapid strides for- 
ward in its service to evangelicals. The 
NAE has gained the respect of our 
nation’s leaders by its positive yet cour- 
teous stand for truth .and right. Al- 
though still a young organization, it is 
rapidly maturing and will hold an in- 
creasingly important place ‘in evangel- 
ical church life in the years to come. 
WHEATON, ILL, ' 


Gospels of John for the Brussels Exhibition 


An opportunity to share in their distribution by the Belgian Gospel Mission 


FTER World War I Mr. and Mrs. 

Ralph Norton felt a definite call to 
go to Belgium to start a work there, 
holding evangelistic meetings and con- 
ducting a Bible school. God blessed 
their efforts. Students came from 
France, Belgium, and other countries. 
Among Mr. Norton's last words were, 
“Get God’s viewpoint.” 

I saw this as a motto on the mantel- 
piece of Dr. John Winston’s sitting 
room, and.heard the story of the 
founder. Dr. Winston is now co-direc- 
tor of the Belgian Gospel Mission, and 
his son, John Winston, Jr., is the direc- 
tor of the Bible school. They have 
eleven American missionaries, and forty 
Belgian pastors, and many fine evan- 
gelical congregations under their super- 
vision. Their purpose is to build up an 
indigenous Belgian Church and train 
the young people to evangelize their 
own nation. The literature work in Bel- 
gium is very important. They have a 
Christian bookroom carrying many 
kinds of helpful Christian literature. 

Next year the Universal and Inter- 
national, Exhibition will be held in 
Brussels. Many nations, both free and 
satellite, will be meeting together. It 
is reported that the United States Gov- 
ernment will be granting $15,000,000 to 
erect its pavilion, and a similar space 
is being secured by the Russians on the 
fair grounds. The city of Brussels is 
undertaking a major operation to widen 
roads and repair highways in qrder to 
accommodate the tourists. The Belgian 
Government is expecting 32,000,000 tour- 
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ists from overseas, 2,000,000 of these 
from the United States alone. 

The Roman.Catholic Church in Bel- 
gium has purchased large numbers of 
entrance tickets to be sold in different 
countries as a tourist attraction. How- 
ever, freedom of religion also will be 
granted on the fair grounds. The Bel- 
gian Bible Society, the Belgian Gospel 
Mission, and other missions are working 
together to have a Bible stand which 
will afford a great opportunity both to 
sell and to distribute freely Gospel por- 
tions in French and Flemish. 

The Pocket Testament League will 
co-operate with the Belgian Gospel 
Mission in a special effort to print 
50,000 Gospels of John with a supple- 
ment of Christian-life verses and sal- 
vation verses. Thirty-five thousand Gos- 
pels will be in French and 15,000 in 
Flemish. This Gospel will be printed 
in Belgium by a Christian printer un- 
der the supervision of the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission. It.-is estimated that the 
whole project will cost about $2,500 at 
5 cents a copy. 

Any who would like to help pay the 
expenses of printing the Gospels may 
send gifts, earmarked for Belgian Gos- 
pels, to the new International @Head- 
quarters of the Pocket Testament 
League, 49 Honeck Street, Englewood, 
N. J. The entire amount received will 
be used to supply Gospel portions to the 
Belgian Gospel Mission .for this special 
purpose, 

New YORK. 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 19. FELLOWSHIP OF THE CHURCH 


Acts 2:42-47; Romans 15:1-9; Ephesians 4:17-32; Philippians 1:3-11; printed text, Acts 2:42-47; Romans 15:1-9a 


Golden Text.—And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, apiine one another, even as God for Christ's sake 
th forgiven you. —Eph. 4 :32 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers. 

43 And fear came upon every soul: 
and signs were done by the apostles. 

44 And all that believed were together, and had ail things 
common; 

45 And sold their possessions and goods, 
them to all men, as every man had need. 

46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat 
their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 


and many wonders 


and parted 


3 For even Christ pleased not himselé; but, as it is written, 
The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me. 

4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, that we through patience and com- 
fort of the scriptures might have hope. 

5 Now the God of patience and consolation grant you 
to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ 
Jesus: 

6 That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, , 
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

7 Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also re- 
ceived us to the glory of God. 


47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. 
And the Isord added to the church daily such as should be 


saved. 


Rom, 15:1 We then that are strong ought to bear the 
infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves, 
2 Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good 


to edification. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C.. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


E SHOULD keep clearly in 

V V mind the difference between the 

Church and the churches, When 
the Lord said to Peter, “I will build my 
church” (Matt. 16:18), it is clear enough 
that He was not thinking in terms of a 
local church in Jerusalem, or London, 
or Chicago, but rather of one great body 
that included all believers. The Apostle 
Paul has the same in mind in that great 
fifth chapter of Ephesians when he says, 
“Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it; that he might sanctify 
and cleanse it with the washing of water 
by the word, that he might present it 
to himself a glorious church, not hav- 
ing spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; 
but that it should be holy and without 
blemish” (vs. 25-27). Certainly this is 
not a localized group, but that great 
body of believers as they will be pre- 
sented to Him when He gathers the 
saints to Himself in that great day. But 
when we turn to the first three chapters 
of the Revelation we are introduced to 
local groups called churches. There 
were churches also in Corinth, in Rome, 
in Colosse, in Antioch, and in Jerusa- 
lem. 

Ideally, every local church should be 
a m‘niature of the great Church. The 
difficulty is that we are not yet wholly 
sanctified, and therefore the local 


church is plagued with manifestations 


mercy .. 


% % % x 


of the flesh which will not appear when 
the whole Church is gathered Home. 
Nevertheless, it is the duty of every 
pastor and every church member to 
bring his local church nearer and nearer 
to those standards which are set for us 
in the New Testament so that the world 
may have true glimpses of what the 
Church of Jesus Christ really is. 
Today’s lesson introduces us to the 
first local church, and we see how its 
members were striving to represent 
their risen Head. So well did they do 


it that great numbers were being con- | 


tinually added to them. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 2:42.—“. . . doctrine and fellow- 
ship... breaking of bread .. . prayers.” 
The Greek has three articles which are 
missing in the K.J.V., which would 
make the latter part of the verse read, 
“in the breaking of the bread and the 
prayers.” This would seem to point to 
the Lord’s Supper and public prayers. 

Verse 43.—“. . . fear . . . and many won- 
ders...” The fear is not here attrib- 
uted to the wonders, but to the whole 
movement which made a treshendpus 
impact on the community. 

Verse 44.—“. . . all that believed... 
had all things common.” This can 
hardly mean that they lived in one 
building, in the light of verse 46. It 
must refer to their daily resorting to 
the Temple. For the communal prin- 
ciple see Topics for Development. 

Verse 45.—“. . . possessions and goods 


8 Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the 
circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises 
made unto the fathers: 

9 And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
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the Inter- 


. as every man had need.” For fur- 
ther light on the operation of this see 
4:32 to 5:11. Need was the basis of dis- 
tribution. 


Verse 46—“. . . in the temple... 
breaking bread from house to house 
. gladness and singleness of heart.” 
The “breaking bread” here refers to the 
common meal. The article is lacking 
(see v. 42), The A.S.V. has “at home” in 
place of “from house to house.” The 
Greek could sustain either meaning, 
although that of the A.S.V, is the more 
natural. 


Verse 47.—“. . . favour with all the 
people. And the Lord added... daily 
such as should be saved.”. “To the 
church” is simply “together.” For 
“such as shoul@ be saved” read “those 
being saved.” This does not refer to 
the progressive salvation of the indi- 
vidual, but to the fact that there were 
conversions daily. 

Rom. 15:1.—“. . . bear the infirmities 
of the weak, and not to please our- 
selves.” “Bear” in the sense of being 
sympathetic and understanding instead 
of riding roughshod’ over their infirm- 
ities, 

Verse 2—“. . . please his neighbour 

. to edification.” This is not being 
“menpleasers” in the sense of Ephesians 
6:6 and Colossians 3:22, but an effort 
to promote another’s good. 

Verse 3.—“. . . Christ pleased not him- 
self ... The reproaches . . . fell on me.” 
The quotation is from Psalm 69, one of 
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the psalms of the suffering Messiah. 
Enduring reproach. is not a pleasure to 
the flesh, even if it be for God’s sake. 

Verse 4.—“, . . patience and comfort 
of the scriptures ...” Studying the 
Scriptures will reveal God’s faithful- 
ness to His distressed servants, and so 
induce steadfastness and comfort and 
hope in us in the days of our affliction. 

Verse 5.—“. . . likeminded one toward 
another...” Even in the midst of trial 
it is possible for Christians to be at 
odds with each other, but when God’s 
patience and comfort are applied, and 
they are brought closer to Christ, they 
are brought closer to each other. 


Verse 6.—“. one mind and one 
mouth ,. ,. the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Notice the “one mind,” “one 
accord” (A.S.V.), and “one voice.” 


AS.V. has “God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” The Son owned the 
Father as God. See Matthew 27:46. 


Verse 7.—“. . . receive ye one another, 
as Christ also received us ...” Shall 
we reject those whom Christ has re- 
ceived? Yet our denominational bar- 
riers often lead us to do this very thing. 

Verse 8.—*“, . . a minister of the cir- 
cumcision .. . to confirm the promises 
..-”’ See Matthew 15:24. Jesus came, 
“to the Jew first,” but with intent to 
reach al] (John 12:32). 


Verse 9.—“. . . the Gentiles might glo- 
tify God for his mercy ...” For an 
enlargement of this thought see Romans 
11: 11-32. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Some of the characteristics of a New 
Testament church are presented in our 
lesson. 

1. A true New Testament church con- 
sists of baptized believers (Acts 2:41). 
This is not the place to introduce a 
discussion of the various. practices in 
the sphere of baptism. The statement 
just made will be disputed only by those 
who rule out baptism for this church 
age, confining it to the transition period 
when the Old Covenant was coming 
to an end and a New Covenant was 
being inaugurated. 

2. A true New Testament church con- 
sists of those whose fellowship is sus- 
tained by steadfast adherence to apos- 
tolic doctrine. Where the teaching of 
the New Testament is not accepted as 
authoritative and is discarded in favor 
of the opinions of men, you do not have 
a true church. In such a case the fel- 
lowship may be that of a religious or 
ethical club, but is not Christian fellow- 
ship. 
3. A true New Testament church con- 
Sists of believers who gather regularly 
to remember the Lord in the breaking 
of bread and to engage in the ministry 
of prayer. The Lord’s Supper, or the 
Communion, as some call it, is undoubt- 
edly the culminating point in the 
church’s worship, while prayer calls for 
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Last Week's Lesson 
2. January 12.—The Source of the 
Church’s Power. 
John 16:1-15; Acts 1:1-14; 2:1-41 
Next Week's Lesson 
4. January 26.—Organization of the 
Church. Acts 6:1-7; . 20:16-38; 


Romans. 12:3-8; 1 Timothy 3; 5:17-22 
J 








a far greater place in the life of the 
church than it has in most places. In 
our nonliturgical churches the service 
of worship gives a large place to preach- 
ing but a small place to prayer. The 
Reformation restored the .pulpit to a 
place which it had long lost, but we 
are inclined to forget that worship is 
a two-way thoroughfare. There must 
be a going out to God as well as a receiv- 
ing from Him. 

4. A true New Testament church con- 
sists of believers who regard their pos- 
sessions and goods as a sacred steward- 
ship, not to be used simply for the 
indulgence of their own desires but for 
the common need (vs. 44, 45). The 
method of exercising this stewardship 
may differ from generation to genera- 
tion, but the principle remains the same, 
We are stewards rather than owners. 

5. A true New Testament church con- 
sists of believers whose whole life is 
characterized by gladness and sincerity 
(v. 46). Early believers were not long- 
faced mourners. They had normal 
bodies and enjoyed their meals, all the 
more because their hearts were right 
with God, and they realized that their 
food was a gift from Him. 

6. A true New Testament church is a 
growing church (v. 47). People were be- 
ing saved through the witness of that 
early church, and in this living way 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

HAT is the difference between the 
Church and the churches? 

2. Where was the first local churclf 
formed? 

3. How many were added to the 
church on the day of Pentecost? 

4. How often were additions made to 
the church after Pentecost? 

5. What is the difference between the 
breaking of bread in Acts 2:42 and the 
breaking of bread in verse 46? 

6. In what four things did the first 
church continue steadfastly? 

7. How long did the practice of com- 
mon ownership prevail in the early 
church? 

8. Where does Paul warn us against 
being “menpleasers”? 

9. How is this warning related to the 
exhortation in Romans 15:2? 

10. What threefold unity do you find 
in Romans 15:5, 6? 

(Answers on page 14) 
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the church grew, not being simply de- 
pendent upon the mechanics of trans- 
fers. 


Outline of the Lesson 


Signs of health in a local church: 
. Faithfulness (Acts 2:42) 

. Liberality (vs. 44, 45) 

. Sincerity (v. 46) 

. Enlargement (vs. 41, 47).° 

. Considerateness (Rom. 15:1-3) 
. Unity (vs. 5, 6) 


aaron re 


Topics for Development 


The Communal Principle. The prac- 
tice of the early church has been 
pointed to as a sample of Communism. 
It certainly differs from the Commu- 
nism which we know in the fact that 
it was not divorced from belief in God. 
Indeed, it was based upon a common 
belief in God through Christ Jesus. It 
differed also from the Communism of 
today in the fact that it was entirely 
voluntary. It was not introduced by a 
bloody revolution nor imposed at 
sword’s point. Those who sold their 
possessions and goods did so from the 
impulse of their own hearts, freely de- 
siring to meet the needs of those who 
had nothing. 

Again, this practice of the early 
church was not characterized by a 
struggle for power. It was not accom- 
panied by blood purges, by sudden and 
tragic demotions, by bitter rivalries. 
They were simply and sincerely seeking 
to bear one another’s burdens. 

It was quickly discovered that the 
methods so impulsively put into opera- 
tion were not suitable for permanent 
use. Even this whole-hearted gener- 
osity was open to abuse, as was evident 
by the case of Ananias and Sapphira 
(5:1-11). But while the practice had 
to be modified, the principle remained. 
In Acts 4:32 the statement is made, 
“Neither said any of them that ought 
of the things which he possessed was 
his own.” That holds for us.. So long 
as we grasp things for our own we shall 
live selfishly, but when we regard all 
things as a trust from God then we 
shall be ready to distribute according 
to the leading of the Holy Spirit. It 
is because we fail here that so many 
of the needs of the church and of its 
members are not met as they ought 
to be. 

Pleasing Others. In Ephesians 6:6 
and Colossians 3:22 Paul] tells us that 
we are not to be “menpleasers,” yet in 
Romans 15:2 he says, “Let every one of 
us please his neighbour.” There is no 
contradiction in the Ephesian and Colos- 
sian passages and the Romans passage. 
The exhortation is specially addressed 
to servants. It is quite evident that Paul 
intends that Christian servants should 
be pleasing to their masters. The point 
in each’ case is, however, that these 
Christian servants are not simply to do 
good work while their masters are 
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around in order to gain their approval, 
but they are to do good work all the 
time in order to please God who is 
watching all the time. The term “men- 
pleasers,” therefore, has an evil conno- 
tation, being linked to hypocrisy and 
guile. In Romans 15:2 it is very dif- 
ferent. Here the point is that we are 
not to be studying to do those things 
which please ourselves, but we are to 
consider what will be pleasant and up- 
lifting and beneficial to our neighbor, 
even when this may mean sacrifice for 
us. This is to be especially so in the 
case of those who are spiritually weak 
and who might be made to stumble by 
our unthinking and selfish behavior. 
Our great pattern in this is the Lord 
Himself, who sought not ease and com- 
fort for Himself but did all the will of 
God that He might bring the benefits 
of redemption to us, although it cost 
Him humiliation and shame and re- 
proach. 

Practical Applications 

See that the additions to your church 
are added by the Lord (Acts 2:47), and 
not just by a membership drive. 

The Lord only adds saved people to 
His churches. See that you do not add 
others. 

You cannot afford to miss the teach- 
ing, the fellowship, the ordinances, and 
the prayers of the church (v. 42).'Be 
sure to be present next Sunday. 

Does your budget include the needs 
of others, or just your own interests? 

“Gladness and singleness of heart” 
(v. 46) will make your food agree with 


you better. They are a wonderful pro- 
tection against ulcers. 
Golden Text : 

Eph. 4:32.—“. . . forgiving .. . as God 


for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 
You will never be asked to forgive more 
than you have been forgiven. You may 
stop forgiving others when God stops 
forgiving you. A look at Calvary will 
help you when it is not easy to forgive. 
ELMHuvkRST, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“Break Thou the Bread of Life” 
“When We Walk With the Lord” 
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, we are greatly blessed in 
Thy gift of Thy Son as our Saviour, 
in the Scriptures to teach us of Him, and 
in Thy Church to help us in the Chris- 
tian way. Bless all who love Thee and 
gather to study Thy Word with others 
today. May their Christian faith and 
life be greatly strengthened. Send Thy 
messengers with the Gospel to those 
who know it not, and bless those we 
support in missionary work. For the 
troubled, the nee@y, and the sick we 
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pray, that Thou wilt meet their need 
and cheer their hearts. For our nation 
we ask wise leaders and godly homes. 
Guide all nations into the ways of right 
and peace. Forgive our sins and failure 
to please Thee as we ought. Cleanse 
our hearts from all evil and lead us in 
the paths of righteousness for Thy 
name’s sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—When, in great 
meetings like Billy Graham’s, large 
numbers of people are converted, some 
ask, Will they hold out? Of three thou- 
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sand won to Christ on the day of Pen- 
tecost, our lesson says that “they con- 
tinued stedfastly” in the things that help 
Christians to hold out. If new Chris- 
tians now are to “go on with the Lord” 
they must promptly get into the life of 
a church where the things that make 
steadfast Christians are found, 

Four such things are mentioned in 
verse 42. First is the “apostles’ doc- 
trine,” or teaching. New Christians 
need regular Christian teaching. With- 
out it they will go back. The apostles’ 
teaching is in the Bible and we must 
be regularly at Sunday school and at 
church to get the teaching God’s Word 
gives to guide and strengthen Chris- 
tians. A second need of a new Chris- 
tian is fellowship; the helpful company, 
example, and influence of other Chris- 
tians. This, too, is best found by get- 
ting right into the life of a Christian 
congregation. The third mentioned is 
“breaking of bread,” or the Lord’s Sup- 
per, by which we remember what it cost 
our Lord to be our Saviour and are 
helped to be true to Him. The fourth 
thing is prayers, joining with others 
in the prayer life of the church, learn- 
ing to pray by being with others who 
pray. 

God has provided the Church with its 
Bible teaching, its helpful fellowship, 
its Communion service, and its prayer 
life to help Christians to keep right on 
with the Lord. Be sure you yourself 
receive the Saviour and then lose no 
time in taking your place with His peo- 
ple in the Christian church. 

CALGARY, ALTA., CAN. 


“ 
The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 
“And they continued stedfastly . . 


- (Acts 2:42).—When three thousand per- 


sons are converted at one service, some 
critical spectators will say, “This is 
simply an extremely emotional experi- 
ence from which they will soon recover, 
and return to their former routine of 
life!’ But continuing steadfastly “in 
the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
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and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers” demonstrated the reality of 
their profession of faith in the crucified, 
risen, and exalted Saviour. 

Steadfastness in the things of God is 
very commendable. We are exhorted 
to be steadfast (1 Cor. 15:58). We have 
an anchor of the soul which is “both 
sure and stedfast” (Heb. 6:19). Our 
God is “the living God, and stedfast 
for ever” (Dan. 6:26). And our ad- 
versary, the Devil, can only be success- 
fully resisted as we are “stedfast in the 
faith” (1 Pet. 5:9). Like Ruth, we 
should be “stedfastly minded” in mak- 
ing the proper choice (Ruth 1:18). 

The Lord mercifully preserve us from 
being a generation like Israel, “whose 
spirit was not stedfast with God,” 
“neither were they stedfast in his cove- 
nant” (Psa. 78:8, 37). 

One preacher, Harold F. Stoddard by 
name, classified church members as fol- 
lows: “There are the ‘Old Faithfuls.’ 
Heaven bless them! Then theré are the 
‘Once-in-a-Whilers.’ They are also 
known as ‘Up-and-Downers,’ or ‘In-and- 
Outers.’ They come one Sunday and 
stay away five. There are also the ‘Al- 
most Nevers.’ They come on Easter, or 
on Christmas!” 

Saints glorify God and help mankind 
when they continue steadfastly in the 
apostles’ teaching. And in fellowship 
—‘“the communion of saints.” Dr. 
Campbell Morgan wrote: “It has be- 
come very difficult for Christian people 
to ‘talk of the things of Christ to each 
other. They meet together in ordinary 
life, and they talk of everything except 
the deepest things of their spiritual life; 
and that not because they have not deep 
experience, not because they are un- 
familiar with the things of God and His 
Kingdom, but because they have never 
learned how to help each othér in 
mutual converse concerning’ them. 
Those early Christians talked to- 
gether of the things of their spir- 
itual life, and there is no surer way to 
conserve and strengthen Christian life 
than that of such fellowship.” See also 
Malachi 3:16, 17. 

They also continued steadfastly “in 
breaking of bread.” Surely we needed 
not to be told that these early Chris- 
tians continued steadfastly to eat their 
meals; hence this must refer to their 
steadfast observance of the Lord’s Sup- 
per. 

Finally, there were the prayers. They 
fulfilled the Lord’s injunction that “men 
ought always to pray, and not to faint” 
(Luke 18:1). 

“And sold their possessions and goods 
...” (Acts 2:45).—“They had all things 
in common, not by a compulsory aboli- 
tion of the rights of property, but by 
the spontaneous energy of love. The 
gift of the Spirit showed its power, not 
only in tongues and prophecy, but in 
the more excellent way of charity. It 
was well that the inimitable glow of 
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love should manifest itself for a time 
to be a beacon light to after ages, even 
if experience taught the Church in 
course of time that this generous and 
general distribution was not the wisest 
method of accomplishing permanent 
good, and that here also a discriminate 
economy, such as Paul taught, was nec- 
essary as a safeguard against abuse” 
(E. H. Plumtre). 

“Though this example does not bind 
now in the strictness of the letter, yet 
it always binds in the spirit” (Bishop 
Wordsworth). 

“We then that are strong Ought to bear 
the infirmities of the weak .. .” (Rom. 
15:1).—I like William R. Newell’s com- 
ment on this verse in his ‘Romans, 
Verse by Verse.” He says: “Paul here 
addresses the ‘strong’ being himself of 
that number; in which company may we 
also be found! It is those who are 
‘spiritual’ who can show love to others 
(Gal, 6:1). Note most carefully that it 
is not bearing with the infirmities of 
others that Paul is speaking of. The old 
lady said in the testimony meeting, ‘I 
have always got a lot of help out of 
that Bible verse that says, “Grin and 
bear it!”’ 

“And the little California girl was 
heard singing, ‘When all my neighbors 
and trials are o’er!’ We are apt to think 
of others’ weaknesses and infirmities as 
a burden we must put up with, for the 
Lord’s sake—as our, particular cross, for 
the present! Instead God’s Word here 
teaches us gladly to bear, to take over 
as our own, these infirmities!” 

“Bear ye one another’s burdens” is 
the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). How our 
blessed Lord bore the infirmities of His 
disciples! Infirmities of ignorance, of 
unbelief, of self-confidence, of jealousy 
among themselves—until the disciples 
came into a state of loving trust in their 
Lord which made even Thomas say, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, suppose you had to live 
by yourself on an_ uninhabited 
island. Would you not get lonesome? 
Would you not long for someone to 
talk with and to share life with you? 
Yes, it would become unendurably 
monotonous. Have you ever read the 
Story of Robinson Crusoe, or do boys 
of today still read that fascinating tale? 
He was in a shipwreck and was the 
only survivor, cast upon a lonely island. 
He longed for companionship, and 
finally came upon a native whom he 
persuaded to remain with him, naming 
him Friday. Life then immediately 
brightened up for Robinson Crusoe. 
God has so created us that to be 
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happy we must have contact with 
others, so we have parents and other 
kindred; also neighbors and friends. He 
gives us a community in which to live. 
He also gives us the ability to make 
friends, and this one thing has gone 
far toward making life pleasant and 
profitable to a high degree. However, 
strange to say, the privilege is not only 
often’ neglected, but sometimes actually 
abused. Mankind has acquired a marked 
capacity for needlessly making enemies, 
and that blights the miracle of life. 

Now here comes Paul writing to the 
Romans for our lesson today in the first 
nine verses of the fifteenth chapter. He, 
by presenting the Lord Jesus as Sav- 
iour and an example of good fellow- 
ship and self-effacement, says first of 
all, “We then that are strong ought to 
bear the infirmities of the weak, and 
not to please ourselves.” It takes a good 
Christian to do that. 

I know a man who was traveling 
through Virginia in his Buick and col- 
lided with a much dilapidated T-Model 
Ford. The Ford had turned directly, and 
without signaling, into the path of the 
Buick, to take a side road, and was de- 
molished by the collision. The Buick’s 
headlights were smashed, the front 
badly bashed in, and a front wheel torn 
off. The Ford driver acknowledged he 
was watching in his rear-view mirror 
a truck following and “did not see the 
Buick.” While they waited for the traf- 
fic officer, the Buick driver learned from 
bystanders that the young fellow who 
acknowledged his fault was the only 
support of his widowed mother; also 
that he was not a Christian. Would 
you believe it, right there under a tree 
by the roadside and standing between 
the two wrecked cars, the Buick driver 
won that young man to Christ and had 
a prayer with him. The traffic cop came 
and took their signed statements and 


went on to summon a wrecker to tow * 


the Buick to a repair shop. The young 
man decided his Ford was not worth 
Salvaging; but his soul had been sal- 
vaged, and there was a warm handshake 
at parting, a five dollar bill in the hand 
that had steered to the left without 
looking—and a lifetime friendship had 
begun. ‘ 

I think we will just tarry on this first 
verse, fellows, for its beautiful lesson 
filters down through all the rest of the 
chapter: “We .. . that are strong ought 
to bear the infirmities of the weak, and 
not to please ourselves.” 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C, 
pd 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and *other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


(9) 9 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us start our class by singing our 
chorus sheet songs and repeating 
our verses in between, just as the last 
page of “The Enemy Guest” advises. 
Who will tell us the next story in the 
book, a week from today? Thank you, 
Joanie. Now we must‘learn Colossians 
3:23: “Whatsoever ye do, do it heart- 
ily, as to the Lord, and not unto men.” 
Who is the foundation of the Church? 
(Christ.) Right. Who came to earth 
on the day of Pentecost to begin the 
Church and to give it power to wit- 
ness? (The Holy Spirit.) Yes. 

Our first Scripture this morning, Acts 
2: 42-47, gives a picture of the early 
church. Read verse 42. Last Sunday I 
said that the Roman Catholic Church 
is not the Church founded by Christ 
because its rules are so changed from 
the rules in the Bible, and it is so dif- 
ferent from the church described there. 
Here is one of the differences: The 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
Fellowship of the Chu rch 
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What Does Your English 
Say About You? 


Mistakes in English reveal a lack of educa- 
tion, can hurt you more than you realize. When 
you use the wrong word, mispronounce or mis- 
spell a word, or ov oo _— speaking, you 
Rendicup 7 

Sherwin Cody’s paneuieel ieceneion has helped 
over 150,000 others to cor their in 
English. His method is habit forming. 1 finds 

A a and corrects them. Your errors 
r. Your vocabulary grows. You gain 
a a facility aeguet that marks you as a person 

of culture, education and ability! 

Write for helpful free book, *“‘How You Can 
Master E h in 15 Minutes a Day.” No 
obligation. No 4alesman will call. 

Sherwin Cody Course in English 
821 Central Drive, Port Washington, N. Y. 
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for a full year. 


Try it! Three sermons a week by 
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and the past; answers to Bible 
questions, reports on great revivals; 
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Church founded by Christ and begun at 
Pentecost, “continued stedfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine.” The Roman Catholic 
Church has not done this. That church 
follows its own dogmas instead of the 
apostles’ doctrine. , For instance, the 
apostles’ doctrine is/ that “There is, one 
God, and one mediator between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 
2:5). The Roman Catholic Church 
teaches that the mediation of Mary is 
also necessary. Let us, like the early 
church, continue steadfastly in the apos- 
tles’ doctrine, as we find it in God’s holy 
Word. Now let us read the whole pas- 
sage (Acts 2:42-47) to see how many 
things’ we can learn about the early 
church. (“They continued in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in break- 
ing of bread, and in prayers. ... [They] 
had all things common ,.... sold their 
possessions” to give to the poor. They 
went to the Temple daily. They broke 
“bread from house to house.” They ate 
their food “with gladness.” They praised 
God. They had “favour” with all the 
people.”) You made a fine list. Per- 
haps we could classify the character- 
istics of the early church under three 
heads: 
I. Their attitude toward God 


1. Continuing steadfastly in His 
truth 
2. Breaking bread, as He had 


asked them to do 
3. Attending services daily 
4. Praying to Him, and praising 
Him 
II. Their attitude toward one another 
1. Sharing—they had all things 
common — 
2. Sacrificing to help the poor 
3. Co-operating—they did things 
with one accord 
III. The attitude of their hearts 
1. Gladness 
‘2. Singleness—they did everything 
with just one aim—to glorify 
the Lord 

How do we measure up to the early 
church? They attended services daily. 
Some Christians seem to think that it 
is sufficient to attend one service a 
week, 

Do you not like to read that they 
continued “daily with one accord”? 
The early church was not split with 
disputes and disagreements. They were 
serving God and helping others in per- 
fect co-operation. Notice the gladness 
they had. When unsaved people dis- 
cover that Christians are really happy, 
they are interested in what makes them 
so. Can unsaved people see that we 
are happy in the Lord? Perhaps we 
need to pray David’s prayer: “Restore 
unto me the joy of thy salvation . 
and sinners shall be converted unto 
thee” (Psa. 51:12, 13). 

Now we come to Romans 15:1-9. Read 
verses 1-3 to see what word appears in 
some form in each of these verses. 
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(“Please.”) Yes. We are not to please 
ourselves, but to please those around 
us. Is that so that we may be popular? 
(No. It is so that we may do them 
good.) Exactly right. If we give up 
what we want, to do what the other 
girl wants, we may have an opportunity 
to win her to Christ. The best soul- 
winners I know are those who cheer- 
fully give up their own comfort or con- 
venience to help others, but who will 
not do anything that would grieve the 
Lord, no matter what pressure is put 
upon them. Because they are habitu- 
ally obliging, their firm stand for God 
has real impact, 

When we are having a struggle over 
pleasing ourselves, let us remember that 
“even Christ pleased not himself.” If 
anyone ever had a right to please him- 
self, He did. But instead, He suffered 
for us! 

Now let us read down to verse 9. See 
how we are urged to be like-minded, 
that we may with one mind and one 
mouth glorify God. 

Many years ago there was a battalion 
of three hundred soldiers in the Theban 
army, of whom all the enemies of Egypt 
were afraid. That was because they 
had vowed to stand together until the 
last drop of their blood was spilled. 
It’ was said that they were invincible. 
They were called The Band of Lovers 
by the rest of the army. Should not 
the Church of Jesus Christ be as united 
as that battalion? 





During this quarter we are using the 
Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct Toward 
Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
ate ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $l, 
postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Our Friends at Church (Acts 2:42-47) 


IMMIE had never gone to church 

and Sunday school before. As the 
boys rode together in the back seat of 
the car, Larry tried to prepare his friend 
for this new experience: “We are go- 
ing to church. The church is God's 
house. It is a big house, bigger than 
our school. God will be there, but we 
cannot see Him. Instead of a teacher, 
there will be a minister. He will talk 
to God. We will all sing. Then we 
will go downstairs for two classes, 
where two teachers will teach us 
{Junior church and Sunday school]. 
Then we will go home.” Larry had not 
been going to church and Sunday school 
very long himself, so perhaps he did not 
understand as well as you. What would 
you have told Jimmie that Christians 
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do at church? (Answers may be listed 
on the blackboard.) 

Do you suppose church services in 
Jerusalem long ago were like our 
church services today? Let us look in 
on the Jerusalem Christians and see 
what they did. First we see a big Sun- 
day school class (Acts 2:42. Check the 
item on the board that corresponds to 
the activities in Acts.) “Doctrine” 
means teaching. Who were the teachers? 
What do you suppose they taught—the 
things the Lord Jesus did, and what He 
had taught them for three years? We 
have it written down in the books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Two 
of them were two of those very teachers, 
and Mark, no doubt, was in that class! 
I think they had class every day then, 
instead of once or twice a week like 
you, perhaps right after the worship 
service in the Temple. Inside the wall 
of the big Temple court or yard ran 
double rows of great marble pillars sup- 
porting a fancy roof. (Older Juniors 


would be interested in a diagram of the, 


Temple area in a Bible dictionary or 
Edersheim’s “The Temple, Its Ministry 
and Services”; Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) 
There were benches for seats. The Lord 
Jesus taught, and the early Christians 
met on the east side called Solomon's 
Porch (John 10:23; Acts 5:12). Were 
the Christians regular in attendance? 
And you? 

Now we see the believers getting to- 
gether in various homes for fellowship 
and teaching (Acts 2;42, 46); the peo- 
ple are really sharing and very happy. 
After a meal together, the Lord’s death 
is remembered by eating the broken 
bread and drinking the wine—the Lord’s 
Supper or Communion. 

Did that first church have prayer 
meetings? (v. 42. Tell of the prayers 
and answers in 4:23-31 and 12:12-17.) 
Does our church haye answers to 
prayer? 

At Thanksgiving and Christmas we 
brought offerings for poor people. What 
did those Jerusalem Christians do? (2: 
44, 45. Tell about Mark’s Uncle Barna- 
bas, and Ananias and Sapphira, 4:36 to 
5:10.) “Kind” is the key word in our 
Memory Verse (Eph. 4:32.) 

Every day, twice a day, Christians in 
Jerusalem went to worship God in the 
Temple (Acts 2:46). A lamb was burn- 
ing. on the big brass altar, reminding 
them of Jesus, the Lamb of God who 
died for their sins. As the smoke of 
the incense went up from the little 
golden altar inside the Temple building, 
prayers of thanksgiving and request 
went up from the people standing in 
the Temple courts. At times there were 
songs, Psalms, and a choir and orchestra. 
What is there in our church to remind 
us of the Lord Jesus? Was Larry right 
about only the minister talking to God? 
Here is a warning the Lord gave us 


‘when we pray (Mark 11:25, 26. Empha- 
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size that part of the Memory Verse). 
How those Christians sang at church 


and home! (Acts 2:47.) What kinds of 
songs do you sing? (Eph. 5:19, 20.) 

More and more people became Chris- 
tians (Acts 2:47). Why? Fourth grade 
Larry brought Jimmie, also his cousin, 
and others. The night Larry was bap- 
tized, his father and mothér came. They 
accepted the Lord as their Saviour that 
night, and the Lord added them to His 
Church. Have you done as well as 
Larry? 

ORONO, MAINE, 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


GQ Sunday night Ann and her 
mother and father were listening 
to the radio. For several Sunday nights 
they had listened to the same program 
—a broadcast from a large nearby 
church. If you had asked them, Ann’s 
family would have said they were 
Christians. But the truth of the matter 
is that they had never received the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Saviour. That means, 
of course, that they did not belong to 
Christ. They were not born again. 

Something happened down in Ann’s 
heart that night. -As she listened to 
God’s Word, she knew that she had 
never been born’ into God’s family. 
When the last Amen had been said, Ann 
asked, “‘Can’t we go to that church next 
Sunday?” 

When next Sunday came, Ann (hav- 
ing pleaded and coaxed and begged all 
week) was ready for church. Her par- 
ents were not ready nor did they pur- 
pose to attend themselves. But they 
did take Ann. And the very first time 
that she was there, even though she 
did not know one person around her, 
when the minister asked those to come 
forward who wanted to receive the Lord 
Jesus as their Saviour, Ann was the 
first one to go down the aisle. Oh, how 
happy she was inside! Oh, how her 
happiness shone on the outside! 

When her parents met her in front 
of the church, Ann was bubbling with 
news. She told them all about the 
church service. Then she told them 
the most important thing of all—that 
she, Ann, had become a child of God 
by receiving His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, as her Saviour from sin. Her 
parents did not comment, 

Sunday after Sunday Ann went to 
church alone. Her parents did not take 


“her in time for Sunday school, so Ann 


did not get to know any children her 
age. Always she sat alone. Then one 
Sunday a wonderful thing happened. 
A family with a daughter just a little 
younger than Ann sat right alongside of 
her. “My name is Carol,” the girl said. 
“What's yours?” 

That was the beginning! Ann and 
Carol became the dearest of friends. 
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000 
SUNFLOWER Dish CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1953 bg, wane of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. ey enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, for 
your organization. 
Samples FREE to Officials 
SANGAMON MILLS 
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McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly ge a complete set of the 
original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers has finally been lo- 
cated, and ao of t jab grand old readers have now 
been completed. Each reader is custom made 

plates used in the 1879 revised edition . . . same 
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How to be money-wise 
and Christian too- 


Buy an annuity with a? iheart? 


You are wise to invest your money in an 
annuity —a safe, worry-free form of in- 
vestment. You are truly Christian to buy 
an annuity with a heart—an American 
Bible Society Annuity Agreement. 

In this way you obtain a secure, regu- 
lar, unchanging income that begins 
immediately—provides com- 
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52nd MOODY 
FOUNDER’S 


WEEK 


February 3-9 





HEAR THESE 
INTERNATIONALLY KNOWN SPEAKERS: 


Dr. Carl Armerding Dr. William Kerr 
Dr. S. Maxwell Coder Dr. Albert J. Lindsey 
Dr. William Culbertson Dr. J. Vernon McGee 
Dr. V. Raymond Edman Dr. Arnold T. Olson 
Rev. Ted W. Engstrom Rev. Alan Redpath 
Rev. Theodore Epp Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 
Dr. Harold L. Fickett, Jr. Mrs. Ruth B. Stull 

Dr. Frank C. Torrey 
*& CHALLENGING MESSAGES 

x INSPIRING MUSIC 

wk SWEET FELLOWSHIP 


Special features ... Moody Chorale, missionary 
symposium, motion pictures and workshops 


Send for complete program: 
' MOODY 


BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street 
Chicago 10, Illinois 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 
Bible school, day and night classes; free 
correspondence school; literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 
Prayer helpers urgently needed. 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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Always they sat together at. church. 
Then they took turns sleeping at one 
another’s houses. Oh, how happy both 
newly saved girls- were! They loved 


‘being together; they loved playing to- 


gether; they loved talking to the Lord 
Jesus together—for this they did every 
time they visited one another. 

One Sunday morning the girls got 
very excited while the minister was 
preaching.’ He was speaking from the 
second chapter of the Book of Acts. 
The girls followed closely in their 
Bibles. He told how .the first Christians 
did things in the long ago. “They met 
together regularly to study the Word 
of God,” he explained. “They enjoyed 
being with one another—having fellow- 
ship with each other. Christians in 
those days realized how important it 
was to be with other Christians. What 
was true in those days should be just 
as true today. Those of us who love 
the Lord Jesus should love to spend 
much time with each other.” 

Ann nudged Carol. “That’s like us, 
isn’t it?” she whispered, “We like to 
study the Bible and be together.” 

“The early Christians,” the minister 
continued, “broke bread together. That 
probably means that they observed the 
Lord’s Supper. And they prayed with 
each other—perhaps having meetings 
just for prayer. Those Christians were 
watched, you may be sure. Acts 2:43 
tells us that ‘fear came upon every soul.’ 
I believe people were amazed to see 
how the Christians loved each other 
and how they enjoyed being together. 
They had seen such a great difference 
in those born-again believers that it 
really frightened them. Then, too, they 
saw that they were very unselfish and 
shared everything that they had with 
other believers. As Christians in those 
days were different; as others could 
tell that they were different—so ought 
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it to be with us these days,” the min- 
ister concluded. 

Ann and Carol promised God that 
they, too, would live for the Lord Jesus, 
And they have done just that! 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa, 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Unforgiveness Hinders.—And be ye 
kind one to another, tenderhearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you (Eph. 
4:32, Golden Text). When Leonardo da 
Vinci was putting on canvas his great 
masterpiece which the world knows to- 
day as “The Last Supper,” he became 
quite angry with a certain man. He 
lashed him with hot and bitter words 
and threatened the man with vengeance. 
But when the great painter returned 
to his canvas and began to paint the 
face of Jesus, he found himself so per- 
turbed and disquieted that he could not 
compose himself for the delicate work 
before him, and not until he had sought 
out the man and asked forgiveness did 
he find himself in possession of that 
inner calm which enabled him to give 
to the Master’s face the tender and deli- 
cate expression he so well knew it must 
have. The conscientious Christian with 
anything like a real spiritual experi- 
ence knows how true it is—From Wil- 
liam Edward Biederwolf, in “The Man 
Who Said He Would.” Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Translucent Pillars.—And they con- 
tinued stedfastly in the apostles’ doc- 
trine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers (Acts 2:42). In 
the Cathedral of St. Mark, in Venice, a 
marvelous building, lustrous with an Ori- 
ental splendor far beyond description, 
there are pillars said to have been 
brought from Solomon’s Temple. These 
are of alabaster, a substance firm and 
durable as granite, and yet translucent, 
so that the light glows through them. 
Behold an emblem of what all true 
pillars of the Church should be—firm 
in their faith and translucent in their 
character; men of simple mold, ignorant 
of tortuous and deceptive ways, and 
yet men of strong will, not readily to 
be led aside, or bent from their stead- 
fastness and uprightness. A few such 
alabaster men we know. May the great 
Master Builder place more of them in 
His Temple—From Spurgeon, Sent by 
J. Edward Raiser, Shelby, Ohio, Prize 
illustration, 


When Church Members Were Cor- 
verted.—And fear came upon every 
soul: and many wonders and signs were 
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done by the apostles (Acts 2:43). My 
grandfather told me that the great re- 
vival of 1859 that swept northern Ire- 
land was marked by the fear of the 
Lord which came upon many people 
who hitherto had lived as if they feared 
neither God nor man. Also it was 
marked by the way Chfistian men and 
women put things -right one with an- 
other. One church in a certain village 
was known far and wide for the snob- 
bish feeling that existed in it for years, 
but that changed completely when the 
minister and several of the elders were 
converted. They, then, went around the 
village and invited all the nonchurch 
folk to come. Some came out of curi- 
osity, trying to understand a movement 
of the Holy Spirit that could change 
people so, and many of these curious 
ones were also converted.—Sent by Mrs. 
J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Something Better—And all that be- 
lieved were together, and had all things 
common (Acts 2:44). William E. Schu- 
bert, veteran missionary to China, says: 
“In many parts of China there are in- 
digenous groups of Chinese Christians 
who share everything, working together 
on the land or in home industries. Gen- 
erally, the Communists give them less 
trouble than others, because of. their 
communal life. However, they, as all 
others, must go through a period of in- 
tense indoctrination in the principles of 
Marx and Lenin, in outworn material- 
istic evolution, and in Mao Tse-tung’s 
‘Dictatorship of the People.” A trained 
Communist: was sent to one of these 
Christian communities to lead them in 
this indoctrination. They began to pray 
for him and he came under conviction, 
began to feel uncomfortable, couldn’t 
Sleep at night, and lost his appetite. 
He finally broke down and wept and 
confessed his sins, and believed, and was 
baptized. Then he went to the Com- 
munist leaders and said, ‘I cannot be 
a Communist any more. I have found 
something better. These people really 
have what we are trying to accomplish, 
plus a wonderful love and fellowship.’ 
Since then the Communists have. not 
sent anyone to that community.”—From 
Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 


Worthy of Entire Confidence.—What- 
Soever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning (Rom. 
15:4). During-the Irwin Moon meet- 
ings in the Northwest, not only hun- 
dreds of young people made public con- 
fession of Christ but hundreds of 
others, we are convinced, had their eyes 
Opened to the dangers of pseudoscience 
(not real science, which is factual), 
and were made to see that confidence 
in the inspiration of the Bible does not 
make a young man an old fogy. Mem- 
ory still brings before us the face of 
an earnest, attractive youth, a high 
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school senior, who is active head of the 
Christian Endeavor group in his church, 
To this writer he said: “I believe I 
am a Christian, but it is a new idea to 
me that a Christian should believe all 
the Bible. I didn’t know any Chris- 
tian did. I thought you accepted and 
rejected according to your own reason- 
ing. But hearing Mr. Moon every night 
I have come to see that the Bible is 
worthy of entire confidence.”—From 
the Moody Monthly. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Kindness Rewarded.—Wherefore re- 
ceive ye one another (Rom. 15:7). Many 
summers ago one of the famous Mayo 
brothers was traveling in one of the 
early automobiles notorious for its un- 
predictableness. It was a hot day when 
the car chugged to a ‘standstill. The 
well-known surgeon walked down the 
dusty road to a neighboring farmhouse 
seeking help. While there the good 
woman of the household said: “Dr. 
Mayo, you seem to be so tired. Would 
you like to have a glass of cold butter- 
milk?” Whereupon the surgeon gra- 
ciously accepted the offer and thanked 
his hostess for her kindness. Years 
later it happened that this same woman 
was taken to the Mayo Clinic in Roches- 
ter for a critical operation. Sometime 
after she returned home her husband 
came into the room where she was con- 
valescing and showed her a bill from 
the famous surgeon for almost $1,500 
with these words scrawled at the bot- 
tom, “Paid in full by two glasses of 
cold buttermilk.”—From Calvary Pulpit. 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 








This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 7) | 

1. The Church is the whole body of 
believers. The churches are local groups 
of believers. 

2. In Jerusalem. 

3. About three thousand (Acts 2:41). 

4. Daily (Acts 2:47). 

5. In verse 42 it refers to the ordi- 
nance of the Lord’s Supper. In verse 
46 it refers to the ordinary home meal. 

6. The teaching of the apostles, fel- 
lowship, the Lord’s Supper, and prayers. 

7. We have no further notice of it 
after the incident of. Ananias and Sap- 
phira, except in isolated incidents in 
church history. 

8. Ephesians 6:6 and Colossians 3; 22. 

9. The warnings are against insin- 
cerity, securing favor by a false show 
of faithfulness. The exhortation of Ro- 
mans 15:2 is to considerateness, so as 
not to cause stumbling. 

10. One mind, one accord (A.S.V.), 
one voice. 


Exmuurst, ILL. 
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Recognition Now.—Wherefore receive 
ye one another (Rom. 15:7). One Sun- 
day a local minister delivered a re- 
markably fine sermon on the subject, 
“Shall We Know Each Other in 
Heaven?” From the Scriptures he 
showed definite, clues to the fact that 
we shall know one another. However, 
within a few days he received a letter 
in the mail: “Dear sir: I wonder if 
you will preach next Sunday on the 
subject, ‘Do We Know Each Other on 
Earth?’ I have been attending your 
church for nearly g@ year and to date 
nobody has taken any notice of me 
whatever.” Perhaps it would be well 
if all of us were more friendly and 
sympathetic to other Christians, more 
cordial to strangers who worship in the 
same church that we do—From the 
Pilgrim, edited by E. Schuyler English. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans.; 
and the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, 
Pa, 

ve 


Children at Home ° 


Juanita For Sale 
By Carol Terry 


UANITA was a little baby over in 

the land of India, and she was too 
young to understand that her father had 
died. She only knew that she loved to 
be in her mother’s lap and to snuggle 
into her arms. She knew that her 
brother and grandfather loved her, but 
there was no one quite like her mother. 
She‘did not understand that her lovely 
mother was young and pretty and soon 
was going to .marry another man. 


When the wedding day came, the new 
husband said, “I will take your little 
boy, but the baby girl I do not want.” 
The mother pleaded for her tiny child, 
but the man became angry and began 
to shout. It was a sad day for the 
mother, for she had to bid farewell to 
her baby girl. The grandfather was a 
kind, old man, and he cuddled little 
Juanita in his arms and told her he 
would take good care of her. When 
the baby girl cried for her mother, he 
held her close to him and rocked her 
back and forth. 

In order to give his daughter a nice 
wedding, the old man had borrowed 
money. But now he was too old to 
work and could not pay back all the 
money he had borrowed. One day peo- 
ple came and took all his fields away 
from him because he owed them so 
much money. There was nothing left 
for the old man to do then but to sit 
by the roadside and beg. With tiny 
Juanita on his lap, he begged food and 
clothing from those who passed by. At 
first the people were generous and kind, 
but after several years they became 
tired of constantly giving to the old 
man and did not give so much. The 
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grandfather and little girl became hun- 
gry, and their clothes were in rags. 


One day the old man thought, “I will 
go and visit my daughter. Perhaps she 
and her husband will give us some 
food.” But the new husband did not 
welcome the old man, and the grand- 
father noticed that the little boy who 
had gone with his mother to the new 
home was sore and bruised where the 
man had beaten him. There was a big 
lump on his head and bruises on his 
arms. Very, very sadly the old man 
said, “Come with me, my boy. I do 
not have much food to give you, but 
I will not beat you/’’ Thus the three 
returned home, but there was less to 
eat now than before, and soon they 
were starving. 


One day the old man was sitting 
thinking about their sad condition, He 
thought, “The boy and I can manage 
somehow, but this kind of life is hard 
on a little girl. I wish Juanita could be 
taken care of like the girls at the Mukti 
Mission. I have seen them going out 
for walks, and they look healthy and 
happy. They even go to school. I won- 
der if they would take my girl, and 
whether she would be happy there. 
Perhaps they will even give me money 
for her.” 


The next morning at dawn the grand- 
father and Juanita, who was now seven 
years old, started to walk to the Mukti 
Mission. He was almost blind, and the 
little girl had to lead him all the way. 
For eight long hours they walked, some- 
times sitting down by the roadside to 
rest. When they came into the Mission 
gate, the old man was tired and could 
not see very well, and he stumbled and 
almost fell. When the missionaries 
heard the sad story, they asked little 
Juanita if she would like to live at the 
Mission with hundreds of other little 
girls there. She smiled a great big 
smile and nodded her head a big “Yes.” 


Because they were so very hungry, 
the Mission gave the old man and his 
granddaughter something to eat. Then 
the man said, “I would like Juanita to 
grow up here because you will be kind 
to her and educate her. I am not a 
Christian, but I do not mind if she be- 
comes one, because you are good peo- 
ple and will be good to her. Only 
please give me some money for her. 
I would like to sell Juanita to you.” 


Very kindly the missionary said, “We 
would love to have Juanita come and 
live with our family of children. She 
will be given good food and clothing, 
and will go to school, but we never buy 
children. Only if you want to give her 


to us can we accept her.” 


The old man was disappointed. He 
had hoped to get some money by sell- 
ing Juanita to the Mission. Very sadly 
he took her hand, and they walked 
away down the road, Juanita leading 
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him slowly as she looked back long- 
ingly. 

It was too late to walk home that 
night, so they stayed at the home of 


some Hindu people living near the ~ 


Mission. When the people heard the 
story, they said, “We are not Christians; 
we are Hindus; but we have seen the 
girls living in that Mission for many 
years. We know that if you leave your 
little girl there that she will be loved, 
have pretty clothes, go to school, and 
have plenty to eat. If she stays with 
you, she will starve.” 

The old man could not sleep that 
night. He knew that there were some 
people who would be glad to buy his 
little girl, but he knew that they were 
not good people and that Juanita would 
grow up in a life of sin if he sold her 
to them. All through the long hours 
of the night the man struggled with his 
thoughts. One thought was: “You are 
hungry and your grandson is hun- 
gry. You are both in rags and at night 
you are cold. Sell Juanita to the peo- 
ple who will give you money for her. 
What does it matter if they lead her 
into a life of evil? Your responsibility 
will be finished, and you need the 
money.” But another thought was: 
“Juanita loves you and trusts you to 
do the best for her. She wants to go 
to school and live a good life. She 
wants to live at the Mission. All that 
is good will be taught her there. What 
profit will be the money you will get 
by selling her to evil people if your 
heart aches all the rest of your life 
because you have betrayed the trust 
and love of your own little granddaugh- 
ter?” 

While the old man was struggling 
with these thoughts, the people at the 
Mission were praying that he would 
bring Juanita back. The next morning 
the missionaries gathered together, and 
on their knees prayed for almost an 
hour that the little girl would be 
brought back. When they finished 
praying, they walked down the veranda, 
and there came the old man with Jua- 
nita leading him. The Lord Jesus had 
answered prayer and caused the grand- 
father to follow the right thoughts, 

They were given something nice to 
eat, and the old man was given a blan- 
ket to keep him warm at night. Jua- 
nita’s eyes were shining like stars, and 
a big smile was on her face as she came 
in to live with the other girls at the 
Mission. Never in her life had her hair 
ever been cut or combed, and her 
clothes were just dirty rags. First of 
all, she was given a bath and her hair 
was combed. Then came pretty dresses 
and bright ribbons for her hair. Never 
before had the little girl had such 
elothes. That night at bedtime, she 
wanted to go to bed with her dress 
on because it was so pretty. The mis- 
sionary had to explain that we do not 
sleep with our dresses on, for never 
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CATEGORICAL 
IMPERATIVE 


So philosophy calls it, but 
the Word of God uses sim- 
pler and clearer language. “It 
was necessary,” Paul told the 
Jews at Antioch, “that the 
Word of God should first 
have been spoken to you.” 
That is, as if he were to say, 
“I can’t help myself; it is a 
categorical imperative!” 


The imperative lies inher- 
ently in the very nature of the 
case. The natural procedure 
is to start any Gospel pro- 
gram with the Jew. Senti- 
ment calls for it; gratitude 
requires it; and, above all, 
God commands it! So pow- 
erfully was this conviction 
borne in upon the conscience 
of Paul, and so important did 
he consider Jewish conver- 
sion, that he cried out, “I 
could wish that myself were 
accursed from Christ for 
my brethren ... who are 
Israelites!” 


Dear child of God! Will 
you not ask Him to let you 
see Israel as He sees her? 
And, when you do, a new joy* 
and a new blessing will come 
to you. Try it. We feel that 
some day you will thank us 
that you did. 


Our work merits your 
every confidence. It is a 
program of world-wide tes- 
timony to the Jews. Your 
fellowship is always wel- 
comed and appreciated. THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE magazine 
is sent to all contributors. 
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Canadian Office: 
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the saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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°° 
before had Juanita changed her clothes 
at night. She had always worn the 
same things at night that she wore in 
the daytime. 

For the first time in her life Juanita 
heard the name of the Lord Jesus, The 
missionary took her to her room and 
told the little girl very simply and 
sweetly how the Lord Jesus was born 
into this world, how He lived on earth 
helping many people and teaching won- 
derful things, how He died on the cross 
for her sins, and how He rose again 
from the dead. Juanita listened won- 

deringly to it all. 

‘ ‘Will you bow your head and pray 
for her? Pray that she may come to 
love the Lord Jesus with all her heart 
and become His forever. She has many 
things to learn, because up to now all 
she has known is the life of a beggar 
girl. Here is your opportunity to be 
a real missionary and pray that the 
ways of darkness will leave her forever 
and that she will follow the Lord Jesus 
all her life long. 

1A 


Reprinted from “Buds and _ Blossoms,” 


story leaflet of the Ramabai Mukti Mission, 
Box 415, Philadelphia 5. 
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Two Women Leaders 
(Continued from second page) 


up a city library from an insignificant 
few shelves to one of 4,500 volumes, 
with its own building. 

Later the two sisters pioneered a sea- 
men’s.home for Vasa. Alba served long 
on the board. All ships visiting Vasa 
were given Bible bags made by herself 
in which were placed portions of Scrip- 
ture and Christian reading. She also 
carried on extensive correspondence for 
seamen and emigrants. In many cases 
of death in distant harbors, she in- 
formed homies and dealt with English, 
Swedish,. and Russian consulates in 
practically all the harbor cities of the 
world, 

Best of all, however, were the Hell- 
man sisters known for their temperance 
work. It came about in this way. 

The well-remembered Col. K. O. 
Broady of Stockholm came to America 
as an immigrant boy and was converted 
in a seaman’s mission in New York. 
Then the Civil War broke out and he 
enlisted. Followed Gettysburg, Peters- 
burg, the fighting about Richmond, At 
the war’s close, General Hancock urged 
the brilliant soldier to remain in mili- 
tary life and promised him a general’s 
commission. But he said, No, he was 
going into the ministry. After taking 
training at Colgate Seminary, he re- 
turned to Sweden and for a generation 
headed the Baptist seminary in Stock- 
holm, 

It was a period of widespread drunk- 
enness in the North and Colonel 
Broady’s heart was stirred within him 
at what he saw. He undertook speaking 
tours and in one of them reached Vasa, 
far up on the Gulf of Bothnia. There 
he met Alba Hellman and persuaded her 
to form a temperance group. The day 
he left, July 6, 1877, she took a little 
blue-covered notebook, lined it for 
names and addresses, and signed her 
Own name at the head of the page. The 
next day sister Rosina signed, the day 
following sister Hilda. The first of 
September Anna also joined this Fin- 
land’s first Total Abstinence Union. . 

They began translating temperance 
literature into Finnish and started tem- 
perance meetings among drinkers and 
drunkards. When the Union became 
known in the villages round about, 
many came to the city to join and get 
relief from their intolerable slavery. 
They started a temperance center where 
wage workers could find rest and re- 
freshment apart from the drink shops. 
It was a little acorn, this testimony, but 
from it has sprung the stately anti- 
alcohol development which has made 
Finland’s alcohol consumption the low- 
est in Europe and the temperance teach- 
ing in the public schools the model for 
the world. 

All this in spite of intolerable ill 
health. Alba fought not only sickness 
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but actually death itself. For twenty 
years, letters to her hore the proviso, 
“if you are still living.” Hilda wrote 
in July, 1878: “Saturday was a dread- 
ful day here at home. Alba had a 
severe heart attack at 3 a.m. which con- 
tinued twenty-one hours. Every min- 
ute we expected to be her last.” 

The Swedish authoress, Fru Lina 
Berg, wrote her: “In my youth I was 
very sick, bedridden for two years of 
paralysis, but the Lord helped me in a 
wonderful way through His word in 
church, when our minister preached on 
Jairus’ daughter. I was then, as she, 
twelve years of age and the Lord said 
to me when the story was read, ‘Do 
you think I cannot do the same for you, 
or that my arm is shortened?’ I could 
only answer, ‘Lord, I believe; help Thou 
my unbelief,’ and at that very hour I 
received strength to stand and walk. 
Dear friend, I thought this experience 
might be of joy to you.” 

In 1888 Alba asked Frederik Franson 
to come to Vasa to pray for her, that 
fiery Swedish evangelist and man of 
prayer who traveled up and down the 
world with no viaticum save his worn- 
down Bible and poor handbag. Follow- 
ing the words of James, he anointed 
this sickest of all sick saints and prayed 
with the assurance of Elijah. Without 
avail! An inexplicable and not infre- 
quent experience amid the multitude of 
extraordinary prayer-answered healings 
of our time. ‘ 

But His grace was sufficient. The 
city newspaper Vasabladet said of her 
when she went to be with Christ, “Never 
a murmur of her suffering passed her 
lips. Never a harsh word concerning 
others differing.” 

At her grave they sang Grieg’s great 
setting of Revelation 7:14-17: 

Exalted high at God’s right hand 

Nearer the throne than cherubs stand, 


With glory crowned, in white array, 
My soul asks, Who are they? 


These are the saints, beloved of God. 
Washed are their robes in Jesus’ blood, 
More spotless than the purest white, 
In uncreated light. 


Through tribulation great they came. 

They bore the cross and scorned the 
shame. 

Within the living temple blest, 

In God they dwell and rest. 


Hunger they ne’er shall feel again, 
Nor burning thirst shall they sustain; 
To living wells of water led, 

By God forever fed. 


we 


A _New Archaeology Society 


™ ORDER to bring current news of 
archaeological excavations, Dr. Jo- 
seph P. Free prepares, from time to 
time, articles for THe SunpAy ScHOOL 
Times. He is frequently asked where 
one can get additional material on what 
is going on in Biblical archaeology. In 
order to meet this need, there is under 
consideration the formation of an 

















ty 
30, 
ite 
a. 


n= 
n- 
1a 
aS 
of 


in 
n 


id 


OM moc ae SO 


ee 


n 


a Me Ee 








Lesson for January 19 


archaeological society designed to bring 
further current information on archae- 
ology and the Bible Lands to the 
general Christian public and to the inter- 
ested layman, as well as to the Chris- 
tian teacher and minister. Tentatively 
it is to be called “The Near Eastern 
Archaeological Society.” 

It is proposed that this society would 
issue a quarterly publication, with addi- 
tional periodic bulletins dealing with 
what is being done in the Bible Lands 
in the field of archaedlogy, with a con- 
sideration of its bearing on the Scrip- 
tures. These publications would also 
include reports on lectures and papers 
presented at archaeological conferences, 
in co-operation and with the approval 
of those who give such lectures. An- 
other aim of the society would be to 
support further archaeological work in 
actual excavations in Palestine and the 
Near East. 

SunpAy ScHoo. Times readers who 
wish to know more about the nature 
and purpose of this proposed society, 
and the details of membership, are in- 
vited to write for a bulletin on the 
Archaeological Society to Dr. Joseph 
Free, Wheaton College, Wheaton, III. 


Fundamentalist Programs 


For the World Day of Prayer 


HE World Day of Prayer for 1958 

is to be on Friday, February 21. As 
in former years, Scriptural programs 
have been prepared. No charge is made 
for the programs, but free-will offerings 
will be taken at many of the services 
and gifts are welcomed to defray the 
expenses of printing and mailing. 

“That the World May Know .. .” is 
the title of the booklet prepared by the 
National Association of Evangelicals. 
The title is taken from John 17:23. There 
is an introduction by the Rev, Armin 
Gesswein and the booklet is divided 
into four parts: i. The Desire for Unity; 
II. The Nature of Unity; III. The Effect 
of Unity; IV. The Objective of Unity. 
The program is arranged to include re- 
sponsive reading, hymns, and time for 
prayer. Booklets and posters may be 
obtained by writing the National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals, 108 North Main 
Street, Wheaton, IIL 

“Lord, Teach Us To Pray” is the title 
of the booklet issued by the American 
Council of Christian Churches. It was 
prepared by Miss Mary Kurtz and Miss 
June Ironsides of the Evangelical Meth- 
odist Church. It contains suggestions 
for the leader in preparation for the 
Day of Prayer, the full text of hymns 
and Scripture readings, brief medita- 
tions w th Scripture references, and ex- 
tensive suggestions for the prayer pe- 
riods. Copies of the program and posters 
may be obtained from the American 
Council of Christian Churches, 15 Park 
Row, New York 38. 
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1958 Scripture Art Calendar 


CRIPTURE Art Calendars, with 

which many readers of THE SuNDAY 
ScHooL Times are familiar, are once 
again ready for mailing. The 1958 edi- 
tion, like those of earlier years, is a 
wall calendar measuring 10 by 16 inches. 
On the cover is a 9x13 inch full-color 
reproduction of Woodward’s famous 
painting, “Jesus at Prayer.” Each of 
the twelve inside pages, in addition to 
the calendar for one month in large 
easy-to-read numerals, shows an 8%x4% 
inch full-color reproduction of some 
well-known painting depicting an inci- 
dent that will be studied in the Inter- 
national Uniform Sunday School Les- 
sons for that particular month. Such 
subjects as “Paul and Silas in Jail,” by 
Thumann; “The Lord’s Supper,” by Ru- 
land; “Moses and the Burning Bush,” 
by Castelli; “Christ in Gethsemane,” by 
Hofmann; “Jesus Baptized,” by Stem- 
ler; “Jairus’ Daughter Restored to Life,” 
by Hofmann, and the like are included. 
In addition to the large calendar block 
for the current month, smal] blocks 
showing the preceding and following 
months are also shown, 


The International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson titles are given for each 
Sunday, with the proper Scripture ref- 
erences, a devotional reading reference, 
and a memory selection for the week. 
The text of a Scripture verse for each 
weekday is printed in full, and, in addi- 
tion, Scripture references are printed 
for daily Bible readings for the entire 
month, following the selections of the 
American Bible Society. The moon’s 
phases are shown in red and Sundays 
and holidays in each month are. indi- 
cated in red. 


These Scripture Art Calendars are at- 
tractive and useful in any Christian 
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home, and many readers have used them 
as well for inexpensive gifts for friends, 
for members of Sunday school classes, 
and the like. Sunday school teachers 
like them for their convenient remind- 
ers of coming Sunday schoo] lesspns, 
and teachers of children, and of older 
classes as well, have often used the fine 
color reproductions of paintings of Bible 
scenes for framing and displaying in 
classrooms as an aid to teaching. 
Scripture Art Calendars are moder- 
ately priced. They may be had for 35 
cents each; 3 for $1; 12 for $3.50; 25 for 
$7; 50 for $12; 100 for $22. Prices for 
larger quantities may be had upon re- 
quest. Please ask for the 1958 Scripture 
Art Calendar, and mail your order with 
your name and address and remittance 
to The Sunday School]. Times Company, 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 


7 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 19 


3. Who Do You Think Will Help You? 
(Psa. 46:1; Psa. 60:11; Heb. 4:16) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


YOUNG man, just beginning his 

first year in college, was warned 
by an older Christian of the tempta- 
tions he would meet—temptations to 
doubt God’s Word and to question God’s 
guidance and love—and he was coun- 
seled to be on his guard, to put on the 
whole armor of God, and to be careful 
to give time each day for prayer and 
the study of God’s Word. His answer 
was that he was a Christian, and that 
he felt that his faith was strong enough 
to withstand any temptations he might 
meet. Now, at first glance, that seems 
like a\ good reply, but the Bible warns, 
“Let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). In 
reality, that young man, if he continues 
to rely upon his own faith, will one day 
be rudely awakened to the realization 
that his faith is not strong enough. No 
one of us has that kind of faith. It is 
only the One in whom we trust who can 
meet! our temptations and doubts and 
win the victory. 

ve 


This third and last in the series, “Look 
in the Mirror,” by its very title, “Who 
Do You Think Will Help You?” implies 
that we need help outside of ourselves 
if we are to achieve the goals about 
which we thought last week. As in our 
two previous topics,’ the “mirror” in 
which we are to look is God’s Word, 
for it is here that we shall find out who 
it is that will help us. 
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One great reason why we need help 
is that, as we saw when we considered 
“Who do you think you are?” two weeks 
ago, we all have fallen natures. Natu- 
rally, our tendency is to do wrong and 
to love evil rather than good. Even 
after we have accepted the Lord Jesus 
as our Saviour, evil makes its appeal to 
us and only the Lord Jesus, living His 
life in us, can counteract and overcome 
our predilection to do wrong. Then, too, 
as we learn in Ephesians 6:12, 13, we 
have to meet a superior foe. Our ene- 
mies are not mere human antagonists, 
but are spiritual forces far more clever 


and powerful than we are, and they can 


be overcome only by our more power- 
ful and victorious Saviour and Lord. 
& 

But while God’s help is abundant and 
adequate and free, it is also conditional. 
He cannot do for us what He longs to 
do until we are willing ‘to recognize our 
own helplessness and to want His help 
and accept His enabling. The hymn 
writer, Dr. G. Matheson, has stated our 
need most clearly. He writes: 

Make me a captive, Lord, 

And then I shall be free; 

Force me to render up my sword, 

And I shall conqueror be, 
I sink in life’s alarms 
When by myself I stand; 
Imprison me within Thine arms 
And strong shall be my hand. 


My heart is weak and poor 
Until it master find; 
It has no spring of action sure— 
It varies with the wind; 
It cannot freely move 
Till Thou hast wrought its chain; 
Enslave it with Thy matchless love, 
And deathless it shall reign. 

And lest we wrongly suppose that sur- 
render to God and countimg on His help 
is a passive and weak attitude, we 
should understand that we have a very 
active and dynamic part in this matter 
of yielding completely to God. God 
uses His Word and prayer as definite 
means of supplying the help we need 
and we avail ourselves of this source 
of supply in our quiet time at the be- 
ginning of each day. This is no weak 
or passive exercise, as you will quickly 
find when you seek to maintain your 
daily quiet time. Every device and cir- 
cumstance will seemingly conspire to 
keep you from fellowship with God and 
His Word, and you will find that, in 
spite of the help you know is there for 
you, it will require every ounce of de- 
termined and consecrated effort you can 
muster to meet the temptation to neg- 
lect it or slight it. For example, God 
in His faithfulness will awaken you in 
the morning, if you will ask Him to do 
so, but you must get out of bed in spite 
of weariness or sleepiness. You must 
make time for prayer and for reading 
the Word; you will never find time in 
the course of a busy day. 

ve 

On the other hand, the conditions that 

God has made for obtaining His help 
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and direction are not impossible. They 
are reasonable and practical and within 
the reach of every believer who will 
honestly trust Him and be obedient, and 


they are certain and sure. Here are 
just a few: 
“O taste ... and see” (Psa. 34:8). 


“Delight thyself also in the Lord... 
and he shall give thee” (Psa. 37:4). 

“If any of you lack wisdom .... let 
him ask of God” (Jas, 1:5). 

“Come boldly unto the throne of grace 
. .. obtain mercy and find grace” (Heb. 
4:16). 

“Casting all your care upon him .., 
he careth for you” (1 Pet. 5:7). 

“Let your requests be made known to 
God .. . and the peace of God... shall 
keep” (Phil. 4:6, 7). 

“Call unto me... 
(Jer. 33:3). 

“Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 
believing, . . . ye shall receive” (Matt. 
21:22). 


PHILADELPHIA, 


and I will answer” 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








The Discovery of Mr. Nobody. By 
E. F. M. Smith, (Victery Press, Clap- 
ham Crescent, London S.W. 4, Eng., 5/6 
postpaid.) If Toby had not reached for 
that branch of berries at the end of 
the pathway, he would not have tum- 
bled into the hollow; and if he had not 
tumbled into the hollow, he would not 
have met Paul Seton, Carol, Christo- 
pher, and the rest of the wonderful 
Seton family. Toby was nine, spoiled, 
lonely, and pure heathen; and because 
he met the Setons, his entire life was 
changed, for through them he met the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The story is cli- 
maxed by Toby’s bringing out the iden- 
tity of Mr, Nobody. Grammar school 
boys and girls love mystery stories, and 
here is one that will not only whet 
their curiosity but stir their interest 
in Christian things as well, 


Through the Pentateuch Chapter by 
Chapter. By W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) For some weeks 
before his Home-going in 1924, that 
prince of Bible expositors, Dr. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, was engaged in pre- 
paring for the British periodical, the 
Christian, a connected commentary ap- 
pearing weekly under the title, “Through 
the Word.” The entire course was to 
have taken some three or four years, 
but God’s call to “come up higher” came 
shortly after Dr. Thomas had finished 
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his work on the Book. of Deuteronomy. 
His daughter, Winifred G. T. Gillespie, 
with the co-operation of the Christian, 
has now brought together and edited 
these studies, which were then com- 
pleted through the Pentateuch, in this 
present volume. They are rich in sug- 
gestions for Bible study, in devotional 
comment on the principal verses of each 
chapter of the books of the Pentateuch, 
and in an abundance of simple, yet 
thought-provoking outlines that will 
delight the heart of Bible student, 
pastor, and reader. A real service on 
the part of both editor and publisher 
has been performed in making avail- 
able at this time the last writings of 
this consecrated and greatly beloved 
Bible teacher and lecturer, who for 
Many years was the principal lesson 
writer for THe SunNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


Beyond the Kikuyu Curtain. By H. Vir- 
ginia Blakeslee, M.D. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; $3.75.) A veteran’ of the 
Lord’s service in Africa, Dr, Blakeslee 
tells with gripping effect of the triumphs 


‘and tragedies she witnessed during her 


+. 
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forty-three years in the Dark Conti- 
nent. She is an able storyteller, and it 
is not hard for the reader to relive the 
experiences of the missionary in trou- 
bled Kenya. , 

Dr. Blakeslee saw great changes come 
over her beloved land, for good and 
for ill. She saw the Gospel of Christ 
transform individual lives, change tri- 
bal customs, bring Christian homes into 
being. She saw the forces of evil do 
their diabolic worst, in the uprisings of 
1929 and the years immediately follow- 
ing, and in the Mau Mau terror of a 
later time. We feel her heartbreak 
over believers led astray, and over the 
complex forces that weakened the wit- 
ness of the Church and brought physi- 
cal and spiritual suffering to many, 
There is no attempt to disguise the seri- 
ous nature of these trials, nor to deny 
the darkness that overspread the land, 
It is good to face these things, and Dr. 
Blakeslee insists that we do so. 

But underlying all the tragic record, 
there is a calm and serene faith in the 
sovereignty of God, and a confidence 
that His work cannot be ultimately 
shaken. The author’s letter to one of 
her beloved African Christians, at the 
close of the book, breathes the spirit 
of rejoicing in all that God has brought 
to pass, and leaves the reader with a 
fresh assurance that our labor is never 
in vain in the Lord. 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 13 to 19 


Mon., Jan. 13.—Acts 2:42-47. 
Believers Were United. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They, continu- 
ing daily with one accord . . . with 
gladness and singleness of heart.” The 
first members of the Christian Church 
were of one heart and one mind. Being 
won by Christ and pardoned on the 
basis of .His atonement for sin, they 
were perfectly united by the Spirit of 
God. All who have the same Saviour, 





salvation through His blood, and the gift © 


of the 
should 


Spirit are one in Christ and 
love and honor all other be- 
lievers. Do you act toward other be- 
lievers on Christian principles, or 
merely on the basis of personal prefer- 
ence? Pray for Gospel Missionary 
Union, Inc., Kansas City, Mo. 


Tues., Jan. 14.—Acts 4:32-37. 
Barnabas Sets an Example. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Barnabas . .°. 
the son of. consolation.” By his gra- 
cious, generous benevolence, Barnabas 
set for all Christians down through the 
years a noble example in Christian gen- 
erosity.. Thee liberality of -the Mace- 
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Florida Bible Conference 
Calvary Baptist Church (Unaffiliated) 
Bradenton, Florida 
January 5 — March 23 


Put God into your vacation this winter! En- 
joy Florida's beautiful west coast with its white 
sand beaches in the day, and attend one of 
Florida’s most popular Bible Conferences in 
the evenings, featuring top speakers of national 
and international reputation. 


For complete information, write: 


PASTOR D. E. LUTTRELL, D.D. 
3006 - 9th Ave., West Bradenton, Florida 


The 
a 8 =>’.'4 
Eirst ? 


The first Gentile Christians were 
won through Jewish evangelism. For 
centuries that debt has lain unacknowl- 
edged. Only in our day is any real 
effort being made to repay it. 

Today the need and opportunity for 
witness to Jews are great. The I[nter- 
national Board is confronted with de- 
mands for the Scriptures, more mis- 
sionaries, and with human need for 
material relief which are beyond its 
capacity to meet. Several missionaries 
are urgently needed in Mexico, South 
America and France. We have under- 
taken to aid 10 missionaries of the 
British Jews Society of 
Germany. Your prayers 
and fellowship are 
needed. 

Or. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Or. Robert G. Lee, Chairman, Advisory Board 
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donian Christians in Paul’s day prob- 
ably was inspired by the Lord’s record 
of Barnabas’s liberality. Are you ob- 
serving the;holy rule of 1 Corinthians 
16:2 in your giving to the Lord’s cause? 
Pray for the Hebrew Christian Alliance 
of America, Inc., Chicago. 


Wed., Jan. 15.—Rom. 15:7-13. 

, Welcome One Another. 

PRAYER SvuGcEsTions: “Wherefore re- 
ceive ye one another, as Christ also 
received us to the glory of God.” As 
a pardoned sinner, open your heart and 
welcome others who share an interest in 
the Redeemer’s blood. Let us “love one 
another with a pure heart fervently.” 
But while you welcome fellow sinners 
who have had the same blessing of 
Christ’s pardon, be careful to keep aloof 
from those who bring in another than 
the Gospel of Christ (2 John 10). Ac- 
cept all who have the Spirit of God 
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Cut Out This Ad and Save It — You Will Want This Book 


Wilson’s Dictionary of Bible Types 


By Walter L. Wilson, M.D., D.D., L.H.D. 


























Minister, Physician, Author, Lecturer (See Who’s Who in America) 


It describes 4,739 types, under 1,167 headings. This 
DICTIONARY OF BIBLE TYPES 


will enable you better to understand the figures of speech 
in the various books of the Bible. It unfolds the meaning 
of types in the mineral kingdom, the vegetable kingdom, 
the animal kingdom, the human kingdom, and the celestial 
kingdom, the person of Christ, the Holy Spirit, Israel 
and the Church, and many other features. 


Here you will find the mystical meaning of the various 
principal numbers in Scripture. It explains the meaning 
of the actions and attitudes when used as types. 


Every Bible student will find this Dictionary of Bible 
Types an invaluable help. It is a product of years of careful 
study, research, and investigation—the book without a 
competitor. 


It will make your Bible a new book to you! 
Order from your bookstore, or direct from the author. 


DR. WALTER L. WILSON, D.D., L.H.D. 
110 E. 31st Terrace, Kansas City 11, Mo. 


Price $6.95 Postpaid 
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with love, prayer, and _ fellowship. 
Pray for the Korea Gospel Mission, Inc., 
Inglewood, Calif, 


Thurs., Jan. 16.—Eph. 4:25-32. 
Characteristics of the Fellowship. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Put on the new 
man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness” (v, 24). 
Here is the type of fellowship Chris- 
tians are welcomed into by the Lord. 
Note the glorious qualities of the Chris- 
tian life mentioned in the above verses 
of this chapter. This Gospel fellowship 
is called the “fellowship of the Spirit” 
(Phil, 2:1). It is a fellowship of purity 
with purity, and cemented with the love 
of God shed abroad in hearts by the 
Holy Ghost. Blessed fellowship! Pray 
for the International Gospel League, 
Pasadena, Calif. 


Fri., Jan. 17.—Phil. 4:10-17. 
Caring for One Another. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye were also 
careful, but ye lacked opportunity.” It 
is a great and good thing to have your 
mind drawn toward others in their need. 
God notices such an interest. The day 
of reckoning will make much of the 
matter of benevolence. Paul was greatly 
refreshed by the spirit and gifts of the 
Philippian Christians. Are you careful - 
to minister to God’s people in their 
necessities? Read Titus 3:8 and see the 
Spirit’s desire for you in this matter 
of caring, for one another. Pray for the 
High School Evangelism Fellowship, 
Inc., New York. 


Sat., Jan. 18.—Gal. 6:1-5. 
Burden Bearing. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Bear ye one an- 
other’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ.” Help somebody today with his 
load, and to make good progress on the 
road of righteousness. Sympathy of a 
practical kind is very rare. The Lord 
daily beareth our burdens, and we are 
invited to cast our burdens on the Lord. 
Let others know of your likeness to 
Christ by services that take some of the 
load. off the heart of a struggler up the 
hill of Zion. Pray for Japan Evangelis- 
tic Band, Los Angeles. 


Sun., Jan 19.—Gal. 5:6-12. 
“In Jesus Christ.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In Jesus 
Christ.” Pardoned sinners are ad- 
mitted at once into the family of 
God. Believers are “one body in 
Christ.” Some are still “babes in 
Christ.” Let all be “wise in Christ.” 
If you are “in Jesus Christ,” you are 
a’ “new creature,” and are blessed 
with “all spiritual blessings . . . in 
Christ.” May Godgstablish you in 
Christ and enable you to exhibit 
steadfastness in Christ, and by a 
“good conversation in- Christ” put to 
shame all who are of a contrary part. 
Pray that you may have a 2 Corin- 
thians 2:14 experience day by day. 
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